Bonner Querschnitte
Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

Phone: +49 4106 804806 « Fax: +49 4106 804807
Email: info@bonn-profiles.net ¢ https://bonn-profiles.net/

Released for free complete or partial reproduction.

BQ 807 — Nr. 30/2024

Schirrmacher visits the former slave prisons
in Ghana and Zanzibar

(Bonn, 02.09.2024) Thomas Paul Schirrmacher, President of the International Society
for Human Rights (ISHR) and author of several books on the history of slavery, human
trafficking and racism, has visited two of the most important historical memorials to the
intercontinental slave trade in Africa, namely in Ghana and Zanzibar. Both sites are
UNESCO World Heritage S

Sites, one with a stronger
Christian and one with a
stronger Islamic historical
reference.

On Ghana’'s Gold Coast,
Schirrmacher visited Cape
Coast Castle, one of
around 35 historic forts on
the Ghanaian coast. Like
most of the other forts on
the so-called “Gold Coast’,
Cape Coast Castle served
as a prison for slaves who
had been captured for sale and transport to the European colonies in North and South
America and often had to wait for months in the fort’s cellar dungeons for the next slave
ship before they were finally taken through a narrow cellar passage to the beach for
loading. Cape Coast Castle has been on the UNESCO World Heritage List since 1979.
Today, the Ghana Heritage Trust runs a museum in the castle that tells the story of the
slave trade on the former Gold Coast. Schirrmacher took part in a wreath-laying
ceremony in memory of the victims of slavery organised by the Global Christian Forum,
but later also dedicated himself alone to the silent commemoration of the crimes,
including the involvement of the Christian churches that covered up slavery.

Cape Coast Castle in Ghana © ISHR/Esther Schirrmacher

In Stone Town, the historic centre of Zanzibar’s capital, Schirrmacher visited the historic
slave market, next to which the Anglican cathedral was later built. The Archbishop of
Canterbury had erected a memorial stone here a month earlier. Stone Town has been
a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2000. However, in contrast to the places in
Ghana, the town is less a reminder of the Christian involvement in the slave trade than
of the Muslim involvement, as Zanzibar, as part of Oman, was long the centre of the
Muslim East African slave trade, which the British put an end to in 1873 through the
efforts of David Livingstone, whose former place of residence Schirrmacher also visited.

Bonner Querschnitte Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

Text & Technology:

Titus Vogt (ViSdP)

Vorderer Kamp 52a, 25479 Ellerau
Tel.: +49 /4106 / 80 48 06

Fax: +49 /4106 / 80 48 07

E-Mail: info@bonn-profiles.net

ch BY-NC-SA This text is licensed under the Creative Commons license (by-nc-sa).

A joint platform for the
following Bonn organizations
on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Bonn Abrahamic Center for Global
Justice, Peace and Sustainability

Business Coalition of the World
Evangelical Alliance (Bonn, Ham-
burg) business.worldea.org

Evangelical Missiology, Journal of
missiotop — Evangelical Forum for
Missions, Cultures and Religions
(German Evangelical Alliance)
missiotop.org

Evangelical Review of Theology
(New York, Bonn)
theology.worldea.org/evangelical-
review-of-theology

Giving Hands — International Cha-
rity (Bonn) gebende-haende.de

Institut fir Islamfragen der
Deutschen, Schweizer und
Osterreichischen Allianz (Ifl)
islaminstitut.de

International Institute for Islamic
Studies (l1IS) (Bonn)
islaminstitute.net

International Institute for Religious
Freedom (IIRF) (Bonn, Vancouver,
San José — Costa Rica) iirf.global

International Journal for Religious
Freedom (IJRF) (Bonn/Toronto)
ijrf.org

International Secretariat of the
International Society for Human
Rights (ISHR) ishr.org

Islam and Christianity
journal.islaminstitute.net

Martin Bucer Seminary (Bonn,
Zirich, Tirana, Sao Paulo, Helsin-
ki, Istanbul, Delhi) bucer.org

SOS World (Brussels)
sosworld.be/page-daccueil

Theological Commission of the
European Evangelical Alliance
europeanea.org

Verlag fur Kulturund Wissenschaft
(VKW) (Culture and Science Publ.)
vkwonline.com

WEA book series: Global Issues
Series / World of Theology Series
theology.worldea.org/global-
issues
theology.worldea.org/world-of-
theology

WEA Sustainability Center
wea-sc.org

Yearbook on Religious Freedom
of the Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and the
Austrian Evangelical Alliance
yearbooks.iirf.eu

page 1/4



https://business.worldea.org/
http://www.missiotop.org/
https://theology.worldea.org/evangelical-review-of-theology/
https://theology.worldea.org/evangelical-review-of-theology/
http://www.gebende-haende.de/
https://www.islaminstitut.de/
http://www.islaminstitute.net/
https://www.iirf.global/
https://ijrf.org/
https://ishr.org/
http://journal.islaminstitute.net/
http://www.bucer.org/
http://www.sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
http://www.europeanea.org/
http://www.vkwonline.com/
https://theology.worldea.org/global-issues/
https://theology.worldea.org/global-issues/
https://theology.worldea.org/world-of-theology/
https://theology.worldea.org/world-of-theology/
http://www.wea-sc.org/
http://yearbooks.iirf.eu/
https://bonn-profiles.net/
mailto:info@bonn-profiles.net

Bonner Querschnitte
Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

Schirrmacher also visited
the prison island opposite
the capital of Zanzibar,
from where most of the
slaves were disembarked.

Stone Town was long the
largest slave market in
East Africa. Where East
Africa’s  first  Anglican
church, the imposing
Christ Church Cathedral,
stands today, there was
once Zanzibar's slave
market. Until the end of the
19th century, hundreds of
thousands of Africans were
shipped here from Stone
Town to the Orient against
their will. In 1698, the

Thomas Paul Schirrmacher at the silent commemoration © ISHR/Esther
Schirrmacher

Omanis took control of the island and the slave and spice trade began to flourish.
Zanzibar became the centre of trade in the Indian Ocean. The Arab influence was
further strengthened when the Sultan Sayyid Said moved his seat of power from Oman

to Zanzibar.

The sale of African slaves can be traced back to antiquity. It became routine in the
seventh century of our era, when Islam gained strength in North Africa — seven centuries

before Europeans explo-
red the continent, ten
centuries before West
Africans were sold across
the Atlantic to America.
Even then, Arab Muslims
in North and East Africa
were selling captive
Africans to the Near and
Middle East. From the 17th
century onwards, the slave
trade in East Africa really
took off. More and more
traders from Oman settled
on Zanzibar, and the
islands played an
increasingly important role
in the international trade of
goods — and consequently
also in the slave trade —
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Thomas Paul Schirrmacher at the former slave market in Zanzibar © ISHR/
Esther Schirrmacher
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due to the large trade on
the Swahili coast. This
gave rise to the largest
slave market in East Africa
at the time.

The Anglican cathedral
Christ Church was built in
Stone Town on the site of
the largest slave market in
East Africa. lts altar was
erected on the exact spot
where the slaves for sale
were whipped. Outside the
cathedral is a stone monu-
ment depicting four people
tied by the neck.

On the entrance door of
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Downloads and links:

e Photo 1, photo 2, photo 3 and photo 4: Cape Coast Castle in Ghana © ISHR/

Islam and Christianity

Esther Schirrmacher

e Photo 5: A model of the Cape Coast Castle © ISHR/Esther Schirrmacher
e Photo 6: Entrance to a prison cell in Cape Coast Castle © ISHR/Esther Schirr-

macher
e Photo 7: Prison cell in Cape Coast Castle © ISHR/Esther Schirrmacher

e Photo 8 and photo 9: Thomas Paul Schirrmacher at the silent commemoration

© ISHR/Esther Schirrmacher

e Photo 10: Exit of the Cape Coast Castle to the coast © ISHR/Esther Schirr-

macher

e Photo 11: Thomas Paul Schirrmacher on Zanzibar Prison Island opposite
Stone Town, from where slaves were shipped in their thousands © ISHR/Es-

ther Schirrmacher

e Photo 12: Thomas Paul Schirrmacher at the former slave market in Zanzibar

© ISHR/Esther Schirrmacher
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Photo 13: Slave trade memorial in Zanzibar © ISHR/Esther Schirrmacher

Photo 14: Here the slaves in Zanzibar waited to be sold without sanitary facili-
ties © ISHR/Esther Schirrmacher

Photo 15: Entrance to the exhibition in Zanzibar © ISHR/Esther Schirrmacher

Photo 16: The memorial stone erected by the Archbishop of Canterbury
© ISHR/Esther Schirrmacher

Wikipedia entry on Cape Coast Castle:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Coast_Castle

Wikipedia entry on Slavery in Zanzibar:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_Zanzibar

Thomas Schirrmacher: ‘Human Trafficking — The Return to Slavery’:
https://www.thomasschirrmacher.net/books/human-trafficking/

Thomas Schirrmacher: ‘Racism’:
https://www.thomasschirrmacher.net/books/racism/

Thomas Schirrmacher (ed.): ‘The Humanisation of Slavery in the Old
Testament’. VKW: Bonn, 2015. ISBN 978-3-86269-096-1:
https://www.thomasschirrmacher.net/buecher/the-humanisation-of-slavery-in-
the-old-testament/

Thomas Schirrmacher: ‘Slavery in the Old Testament, in the New Testament,
and History’. Evangelical Review of Theology 42 (2018) 3: 225-238:
https://www.thomasschirrmacher.net/wp-content/uploads/ERT/ERT-42-
3_Slavery _in_the Old_Testament_in_the_New_Testament_and_History.pdf

‘Christ Church Anglican Cathedral (Former Slave Market in Zanzibar)':
https://www.cipdh.gob.ar/memorias-situadas/en/lugar-de-memoria/catedral-
anglicana-iglesia-de-cristo-antiguo-mercado-de-esclavos-de-zanzibar/

‘WEA and European Freedom Network Launch New Global Network to Step
Up Efforts in Fight Against Human Trafficking’:
https://www.europeanfreedomnetwork.org/wea-and-european-freedom-
network-launch-new-global-network-to-step-up-efforts-in-fight-against-human-
trafficking/
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