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Schirrmacher speaks at the German-
Azerbaijani Forum

Report by the magazine “Business & Diplomacy” on 
foreign trade
(Bonn, 15.04.2026) The German-Azerbaijani Forum (DAF) hosted a spring reception 
at the QGallery in Berlin. The event began with opening remarks by DAF Chairman 
Urs  Unkauf,  who  highlighted  the  Forum’s  importance  as  a  platform  for  dialogue 
between  Germany  and  Azerbaijan.  In 
his address, he emphasised the goal of 
further intensifying the Forum’s activit-
ies and raising awareness in Germany 
of specific projects and initiatives from 
Azerbaijan. Michael Schumann, Chair-
man of the DAF Board of Trustees and 
Chairman of the Executive Board of the 
Federal  Association for Economic De-
velopment  and  Foreign  Trade (BWA), 
emphasised in his welcoming remarks 
the growing economic and geopolitical 
significance of the South Caucasus as 
well as the Forum’s role as a bridge of 
understanding between the two coun-
tries.

Former  Ambassador  Dr  Wolfgang 
Manig, who served as German Ambas-
sador to Baku from 2019 to 2022 and is 
a  member  of  the  Forum’s  Board  of 
Trustees, provided substantive input. In 
his remarks, he addressed the signific-
ance of the Nowruz festival, which sym-
bolises harmony and new beginnings, 
and  the  prospects  for  German-
Azerbaijani relations.
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Thomas Schirrmacher at the German-Azerbaijani Forum in 
Berlin © BQ
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Archbishop Prof Dr Dr Thomas Schirrmacher, former General Secretary of the World 
Evangelical  Alliance  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  German-
Azerbaijani Forum, offered a special gesture of solidarity. He highlighted the import-
ance  of  intercultural  and 
inter-religious dialogue, as 
well  as  Azerbaijan’s  vital 
role in fostering mutual un-
derstanding  and  coopera-
tion.

Addition to Bonn 
Profiles
Schirrmacher  took  part  in 
numerous global interfaith 
dialogue  conferences  or-
ganised  by  Azerbaijan, 
particularly  in  Baku.  He 
helped  organise  a  similar 
conference in 2018 at the 
Hotel  Adlon in  Berlin  and 
assisted in preparing Pope Francis’s ecumenical meetings in Baku in 2017, where he 
accompanied the Pope. (https://islam.de/30524.php)

To this end, he worked closely on several occasions with Sheikh-ul-Islam Allahshukur 
Pashazade, who is President of the Supreme Religious Council of the Peoples of the 
Caucasus,  which  represents  Sunni  and  Shia  Muslims  from  Azerbaijan,  Georgia, 
Dagestan and other North Caucasus regions, for example in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
Schirrmacher also recently took part in a panel discussion in Jerusalem on the occa-
sion of the 70th anniversary of the European Rabbinical Conference with the Execut-
ive Director of the Baku International Centre for Multiculturalism, Dr Ravan Hasanov. 
(https://bonner-querschnitte.de/?p=12195)
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(from left): Ambassador Dr Wolfgang Manig, Thomas Schirrmacher, Urs Un-
kauf, Michael Schumann, Parvis Yazdani © BQ

The President of Azerbaijan and Thomas Schirrmacher, 
with the Russian Orthodox Patriarch in the background 
(2019) © IIRF/Esther Schirrmacher

Pope Francis and Thomas Schirrmacher in Baku (2017) 
© ISHR/Martin Warnecke
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 Photo 1: Thomas Schirrmacher at the German-Azerbaijani Forum in Berlin 
© BQ

 Photo 2 (from left): Ambassador Dr Wolfgang Manig, Thomas Schirrmacher, 
Urs Unkauf, Michael Schumann, Parvis Yazdani © BQ

 Photo 3: The President of Azerbaijan and Thomas Schirrmacher, with the 
Russian Orthodox Patriarch in the background (2019) © IIRF/Esther 
Schirrmacher

 Photo 4: Sheikh-ul-Islam Allahshukur Pashazade and Thomas Schirrmacher 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia (2022) © IIRF/Thomas Schirrmacher

 Photo 5: Pope Francis and Thomas Schirrmacher in Baku (2017) © ISHR/
Martin Warnecke

 Photo 6: Thomas Schirrmacher is addressed by the President of the CER, 
Chief Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt (left); also pictured (from left to right) are 
the Minister for Multiculturalism from Azerbaijan, the Israeli Minister of Culture 
and Gady Groning, CEO of the CER © ISHR/Martin Warnecke

Bonner Querschnitte Bonn Profiles – Press Reports

Text & Technology: 
Titus Vogt (ViSdP)
Vorderer Kamp 52a, 25479 Ellerau 
Tel.: +49 / 4106 / 80 48 06 
Fax: +49 / 4106 / 80 48 07 
E-Mail: Titus.Vogt@bucer.de

Sheikh-ul-Islam  Allahshukur  Pashazade  and  Thomas 
Schirrmacher  in  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia  (2022)  © IIRF/
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Warnecke

https://iirf.global/jahrbuch/
http://www.wea-sc.org/
http://www.vkwonline.com/
http://www.europeanea.org/
http://www.sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
http://www.bucer.org/
https://ishr.org/
https://ijrf.org/
https://www.iirf.global/
http://www.islaminstitute.net/
http://www.gebende-haende.de/
https://theology.worldea.org/evangelical-review-of-theology/
https://theology.worldea.org/evangelical-review-of-theology/
http://www.missiotop.org/
https://business.worldea.org/
https://www.islaminstitut.de/
https://bonner-querschnitte.de/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BQ0918-6.jpg
https://bonner-querschnitte.de/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BQ0918-5.jpg
https://bonner-querschnitte.de/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BQ0918-4.jpg
https://bonner-querschnitte.de/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BQ0918-3.jpg
https://bonner-querschnitte.de/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BQ0918-2.jpg
https://bonner-querschnitte.de/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/BQ0918-1.jpg
mailto:Titus.Vogt@bucer.de
https://theology.worldea.org/world-of-theology/
https://theology.worldea.org/world-of-theology/
https://theology.worldea.org/global-issues/
https://theology.worldea.org/global-issues/
http://journal.islaminstitute.net/


A joint platform for the 
following Bonn organizations 
on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Bonn Abrahamic Center for Global 
Justice, Peace and Sustainability

Business Coalition of the World 
Evangelical Alliance (Bonn, Ham-
burg) business.worldea.org

Evangelical Missiology, Journal of 
missiotop – Evangelical Forum for 
Missions, Cultures and Religions 
(Evangelical Alliance in Germany)
missiotop.org

Evangelical Review of Theology 
(New York, Bonn) 
theology.worldea.org/evangelical-
review-of-theology

Giving Hands – International Cha-
rity (Bonn) gebende-haende.de

Institut für Islamfragen der 
Deutschen, Schweizer und 
Österreichischen Allianz (IfI) 
islaminstitut.de

International Institute for Islamic 
Studies (IIIS) (Bonn)
islaminstitute.net

International Institute for Religious 
Freedom (IIRF) (Bonn, Vancouver, 
San José – Costa Rica) iirf.global

International Journal for Religious 
Freedom (IJRF) (Bonn/Toronto)
ijrf.org

International Secretariat of the 
International Society for Human 
Rights (ISHR) ishr.org

Islam and Christianity
journal.islaminstitute.net

Martin Bucer Seminary (Munich, 
Zürich, Tirana, São Paulo,
Helsinki, Istanbul) bucer.org

SOS World (Brussels)
sosworld.be/page-daccueil

Theological Commission of the 
European Evangelical Alliance
europeanea.org

Verlag für Kultur und Wissenschaft 
(VKW) (Culture and Science Publ.)
vkwonline.com

WEA book series: Global Issues 
Series / World of Theology Series 
theology.worldea.org/global-
issues
theology.worldea.org/world-of-
theology

WEA Sustainability Center
wea-sc.org

Yearbook Persecution and 
Discrimination of Christians and 
Yearbook Religious Freedom
iirf.global/jahrbuch

This text is licensed under the Creative Commons license (by-nc-sa). page 4/4

Bonner Querschnitte
Bonn Profiles – Press Reports

 Report by the magazine “Business & Diplomacy” on foreign trade: 
https://business-diplomacy.de/aktuelles/fruehlingsempfang/

 https://www.facebook.com/100056367653375/photos/der-frühlingsempfang-
des-deutsch-aserbaidschanischen-forums-ev-in-der-qgallery-w/
1515912606964313/

 https://www.linkedin.com/posts/michael-schumann-78a3b579_nowruz-bwa-
deutschland-activity-7443700864692887552-vPP5/?originalSubdomain=de

 Religious Dialogue in Azerbaijan – report and photo gallery:
https://thomasschirrmacher.net/?p=6941 
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