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(Bonn, 17 April 2026) On 24 March 2026, the Newroz reception organised by the Kur-  gjing Hands — International Cha-
dish Community in Germany (KGD) took place at the Baden-Wirttemberg State Rep-  rity (Bonn) gebende-haende.de
resentation to the Federal Government. Around 200 guests from the worlds of politics,  institut fiir Islamfragen der

the media, society and cul-
ture came together to cel-
ebrate the start of spring
and the new year.

The event was officially
opened by Rudi Hoogvliet,
State Secretary for Media
Policy and Representative
of the State of Baden-
Wirttemberg to the Fed-
eral Government, and by
Muhterem Aras, President
of the Baden-Wurttemberg

I;_)eutschen, Schweizer und
Osterreichischen Allianz (Ifl)
islaminstitut.de

International Institute for Islamic
Studies (I1IS) (Bonn)
islaminstitute.net

International Institute for Religious
Freedom (lIRF) (Bonn, Vancouver,
San José — Costa Rica) iirf.global

International Journal for Religious
Freedom (IJRF) (Bonn/Toronto)
ijrf.org

International Secretariat of the
International Society for Human
Rights (ISHR) ishr.org

Islam and Christianity
Journal.islaminstitute.net

State Parliament. Ali Ertan
Toprak, Federal Chairman
of the KGD, then wel-

comed the guests. The hall during Thomas Schirrmacher’s speech © ISHR/Martin Warnecke SOS World (Brussels)
sosworld.be/page-daccueil

This was followed by speeches from Bodo Ramelow, Vice-President of the Bundes-  theoiogical Commission of the

tag; Karin Prien, Federal Minister for Education, Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, Wo-  European Evangelical Alliance

men and Youth; Karin Prien, the Deputy SPD Party Chairman Achim Post, Pegah =~ “/**"**%%

Edalatian, Political Director of BUNDNIS 90/DIE GRUNEN, the Chairman of the KGD  Verlag fur Kulturund Wissenschaft
. . . i (VKW) (Culture and Science Publ.)

Advisory Board Dr h.c. Herbert Schmalstieg, and Archbishop Prof Dr theol. Dr phil.  vkwoniine.com

Thomas Schirrmacher, who reported on his recent trips to Syria and the Autonomous  \yga book series: Global Issues

Region of Kurdistan. Series / World of Theology Series

theology.worldea.org/global-
The _speakers highlighted Ne_wroz as a festival of hope, addressi.ng ’Fhe §ituatic_>n of the 'i,iﬁfgy_Wor,dea_org/wo,,d_of_
Kurdish people, their commitment to freedom and self-determination in their home-  theology

land, and democratic values in Germany. WEA Sustainability Center
wea-sc.org
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A particularly dignified moment of the event was the honouring of the Ambassador of
the State of Israel, His Excellency Ron Prosor, for his long-standing and exceptional

commitment to the Kurdish people.

The honorary award, presented by
Federal Minister Karin Prien and Ali Er-
tan Toprak, sent a strong signal of
solidarity in partnership. The KGD ex-
tends its heartfelt thanks to Ron Prosor.

The evening was enriched musically by
the artists Nuré Dlovani and Asli Zelal,
who provided a cultural highlight with
traditional and contemporary Kurdish
compositions. Another central element
was the ceremonial act of lighting the
Newroz fire, which, as a symbolic high-
light, impressively underscored the
messages of new beginnings, renewal
and cultural continuity.

Following this, the event provided an
opportunity for in-depth discussion and
personal encounters, further fostering
networking and collaboration between
representatives from politics, the me-
dia, academia, culture and the Ger-
man-Kurdish community. Guests were
also able to view the biographical trav-
elling exhibition “counterparts”, which

Ali Ertan Toprak, Chairman of the Kurdish Community in
Germany, in conversation with Thomas Schirrmacher
© ISHR/Martin Warnecke

was realised as part of the “WERTE — what unites us!” project. The exhibition presents
six biographies exploring the spectrum between exclusion and participation and was
presented to Federal Minister Prien during a personal guided tour. The project is fun-
ded by the federal programme “Demokratie leben!” [Living Democracy!].

Downloads and Links:

* Photo 1: The hall during Thomas Schirrmacher’s speech © ISHR/Martin War-

necke

* Photo 2: Ali Ertan Toprak, Chairman of the Kurdish Community in Germany, in
conversation with Thomas Schirrmacher © ISHR/Martin Warnecke

* Photo 3: Israeli Ambassador Ron Prosor receives the award from Family Min-
ister Karin Prien (CDU) and Chairman Ali Ertan Toprak © KGD/Mhajr Invin-

cible
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e Photo 4: Bundestag Vice President Bodo Ramelow in conversation with

Thomas Schirrmacher © ISHR/Martin Warnecke
* Photo 5: Speech by Thomas Schirrmacher © ISHR/Martin Warnecke

e Photo 6: Bundestag Vice President Bodo Ramelow addresses Thomas

Schirrmacher during his speech © ISHR/Martin Warnecke
e Photo 7: Family Minister Karin Prien (CDU) © ISHR/Martin Warnecke

* Photo 8: Family Minister Karin Prien (CDU) and Ambassador Ron Prosor in

conversation with Thomas Schirrmacher © ISHR/Martin Warnecke
e Photo 9: Thomas Schirrmacher © KGD/Mhajr Invincible

* Photo 10: Thomas Schirrmacher addresses Bundestag Vice President Bodo

Ramelow and Chairman Toprak directly © ISHR/Martin Warnecke
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