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This paper is a call to Christian scholars in all relevant fields of academic research to 92
engage in religious freedom studies and to join this growing global community of scholars. oo

But it is also a call to Christian scholars to collaborate with scholars of all faiths or none, o
and to present the results of their research in such a way that they can be shared and dis-
cussed with any scholar of good will around the world, also making them accessible for Kes
media, governments, and parliaments, which usually represent a mix of worldviews. S~
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Examples will be given from fields in which the speaker himself has been involved globally over
the past four decades, such as systematic theology, political ethics, cultural anthropology, sociology
of religion, historical studies, and interreligious dialogue.
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1. The idea of religious freedom originated from religious
minorities within Christianity since 1641 and from the
minority of Jews since 1783.
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Aus Politik und Zeitgeschichte @:

14/2009 30. Mirz 2009

Christen in der Demokratie
Robe
Mehr Zeugni:

Wolfgang Huber
Christen in der Demokratie

Bernbard Sutor

Christliche Ethik im sikularen Staat freiheitlicher Verfassung

Friedrich Wilbelm Graf

Christen im demokratischen Verfassungsstaat

Thomas Schirrmacher

Demokratie und christliche Ethik

Je
Das Engagement von Christen in pol

Anke Silomon
Widerstand von Protestanten im NS und in der DDR

Beilage zur Wochenzeitung Parlament

Christianity and Democracy — magazine of the German
Parliament 2009




Early Rites of baptism



den Baptisterien von Rom und Mai

land deutlich auf eine solche Taufpraxis
hin.*' Der einzige - allerdings nicht mit
absoluter Sicherhest fiir diese Funktion
in Anspruch zu nechmende ~ fassbare
Uberrest einer Vorrichtung fiir diese
Art der Taufe ist die Ose im Scheitel
des Baldachins iiber der Piscina von
Dijemila/DZ (Nr. 75), die zur Befesti
gung cines Eimers o.i. gedient hab
“N durch Uber
s im Wasser stehenden Tauf
lings oder seltener auch durch Unter
tauchen wurde wohl ebenso bereits die
Besprengungstaufe (aspersion) prakt:
ziert, und es miissen fur die verschiede
hiedliche

nen Kirchenprovinzen unters
lich angeschen

Taufpraksiken als m

Abbyideng 5 Ascma v Saphstenum
AN dieser SsaVe Askutiarts der Verfarser it o

toren aus Dewtschisnd die Frahg:

beeren landeskirchichen P

ussagen zur allgemeinen Giil
tigkeit verschiedener Taufformen trifft
bereits die Didache®, die in das 2. Jahr-
hundert datiert wird; zur Maglichkeit
der aspersion iuBern sich die Kirchen
vater seit dem 3. Jahrhundert. "™

Die frithen Taufbecken im ganz

Rémischen Reich sind meist nicht grofl
genug, um einen Menschen unterzu
der Halbim

Dies gilt

tauchen und dienten waol
mersion mit Ubergieflen’
auch etwa fiir das Gebiet der heutigen
Schweiz und Siiddeutschlands.”' Sebas-
tian Ristow hat dazu alle bekannten
Taufbecken und Baptisterien bis zum
6.Jh. n. Chr. in einem Katalog zusam
mengestellt. Diese sog. Piscinas waren
beispiclsweise 40 cm, 55 und 65 cm

ey, Mitte 5 h

o mehreren haperstchen Ao

ehte des Toufntus and erlebte, wie ber

Ritws 2u deuten, obwotl das Taufbecken & das Besprengen 2u fiefand fur das Untertauchen 2v edniy

Early Rites

of baptism




oses Mendelssohn 1783
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Printed jnthe Year 1644

Roger Williams The Bloudy Tenent of Persecution 1644
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DECLARATION
,éf the miftery of Iniquity.

Ter. §1..6.

Flee out of the midft of Babell, and delives
- every man his foule , benot deftroyed in hig . - 4
" fuiquity , for this.is the tite of the '
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. after the meafure of mercic, breake vp your
fallovy ground,for it istime to fecke.
the lord , till he come & rdine’
rightesalnes vpon you. '
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Thomas Helwys 1612




2. Therefore, Christians and Jews must confidently
participate in the global promotion and implementation of
this idea, even though it is now shared by people of all
religions and beliefs as part of the canon of human rights
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
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Faith for Rights Beirut Launch




God Needs No Defense

Reimagining Muslim—Christian
Relations in the 21°* Century

A Festschrift in Honor of Dr. Thomas Schirrmacher

i

Editors:
Thomas K. Johnson and C. Holland Taylor

Festschrift by Muslim friends "God needs no defense"




Thomas Schirrmacher
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VKW WEA Problemet Globale Seria 15
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Human Rights in Albanian




Menschenrechte
Anspruch und Wirklichkeit

/f Thomas Schirrmacher

KURZ UND BUNDIG

SCM Hanssler

Human Rights in German



Thomas Schirrmacher

Human Rights

mise and Reality

VKW The WEA Global Issues Series 15

Human Rights in English




Heiner Bielefeldt

Freedom of
Religion or Belief:

Thematic Reports of the
UN Special Rapporteur 2010 — 2016

Religious Freedom Series 3
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Thomas Schirrmacher (Ed.)
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Reports by the UN Special Rapporteur Heiner Bielefeldt




UN Human Rights Council Geneva Michael Wiener



3. The study of persecution and martyrdom must find its
way back to the heart of Christian systematic theology
and become an integral part of every subject of
theological studies, e.g. Christology, ecclesiology, church
history, ethics, missiology or pastoral care.
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“La teologia occidental S
S IEIONE  Western theology has taken

LRNCHIT o, fforing out of its theology.
2 Olvidamos We forget that the
e el martirio de Jestis = martyrdom of Jesus is what

B(S]lllg ?aufg-?:;g 22.83'{28 * makes it possible for the

e Vs ¥ church to exist.
; .

N : ‘5’ ,ff Dr. Thomas Schirrmacher

Quote on Western theology




homas Schirrmacher

Persecution

of Christians
erns Us All

VKW The WEA Global Issues Series 5

The Persecution of Christians Concerns Us All 1999 in English




43830 » November 1999 « 7,50 DM

Dokumentation

Christenverfolgung geht uns alle an
- Auf dem Weg zu einer Theologie des Martyriums

70 biblisch-theologische § ] Z erarbeitet im Auftrag
Thesen von Prof. Dr. der Deutschen
Thomas Schirrmacher, Evangelischen Allianz

The Persecution of Christians Concerns Us All 1999 in German




Matesoya
Wakristo Yanatuhusu Sisi Sote

Thomas Schirrmacher

Kuelekea Theol

S ]
Ulimwengu, na Julia Doxat-Purser, Shirikisho la Kiinjili la
Ulaya

The Persecution of Christians Concerns Us All 1999 in Kiswahili




Thomas Schirrmacher

Christenverfolgung
geht uns alle an

Auf dem Weg zu einer Theologie des Martyriums

70 biblisch-theologische Thesen

idea - Dokumentation
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The Persecution of Christians Concerns Us All 2001 in German




Schirrmacher: Martyrdom has to
Doctrine

Thursday October 20th, 2016 Persecution of Christians, Special topics ecumenical relations, Human Rights.

Ecumenism, ProMundis Blog, Right to religious freedom, Theology

Sant’Egidio campaigns against the Persecution of Christians at its
International Meeting for Peace

At the International Meeting for Peace
organized by the Catholic community
Sant’Egidio, one of the largest
interreligious meetings for dialogue in
the world with leaders of all world
religions, the World Evangelical
Alliance’s moderator for intrafaith and
interfaith relations and human rights and

freedom of re“glon expert, Thomas Thomas Schirrmacher during his lecture, at the far right the

Schirrmacher, has called upon the President of Sant'Egidio, Marco Impagliazzo

international Christian community to

awaken from its lethargy and demonstrate a heretofore unequalled level of solidarity
in light of the world situation. According to Schirrmacher, there are politicians,
journalists, and leaders of non-Christian religions who are campaigning more

intensively for the destiny of persecuted Christians than many church leaders..

Tirana Sant’Egidio 201




Tirana Sant’Egidio 2015



4. This must happen in cooperation with all churches, as we all
believe in the foremost martyr, Jesus himself, we need to learn from
the Eastern churches in general, as well as from their experience
with persecution. We must also acknowledge that persecutors rarely
care what kind of Christian they persecute or martyr.
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Archbishop Anastasios at the Global Christian Forum
in Tirana 2015




The International Institute for Religious Freedom is honored by
the US Ambassador for International Religious Freedom

As part of an international consultation

on the occasion of the 50th anniversary
Religious

Frecedor

of Dignitatis Humanae, the declaration
on religious freedom made by the

Second Vatican Council, the Director of

[IRF) of the World

Evangelical Alliance (WEA) gave a _ _ o
Guest lecture by Thomas Schirrmacher in the auditorium of

gUGSt Iecture at the Pontifica| University the Pontifical University Urbanina; seated behind

Schirrmacher is Dr. Paul Bhatti, Pakistan
of Urbanina. The consultation was
hosted by the Center for Civil and
Human Rights at the University of Notre Dame, the Religious Freedom Project of the
Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs at Georgetown University in

Washington and the Community of Sant'Egidio in Rome. Schirrmacher was

accompanied by two colleagues of the IIRF, the co-director of the IIRF, Prof. Dr.

Call in Pontifical University
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Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul 2008



Glo]aa.i E»:.“Cluistian Forum

Discrimination,
Persecution,
Martyrdom:

Following Christ Together

Report of the global consultation

Global Christian Forum Tirana 2014
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Kurt Cardinal Koch honored in 2016




“Coffee Breaks with the Pope”: Cardinal honored in
front of Denominations from around the Globe

Friday December 9th, 2016 / Catholic Church, Ecumenism, ProMundis

Blog

Thomas Schirrmacher has dedicated
his book “Coffee Breaks with the
Pope” to Cardinal Kurt Koch for his
efforts in connection with the
“ecumenism of martyrdom.” In a
small ceremony during the course of
a joint dinner of the annual
Conference of Secretaries of Thomas Schirrmacher during his
Christian World Communions, which

tribute to Cardinal Kurt Koch (from

took place this year in Rome,

. o the left): Thomas Schirrmacher,
Schirrmacher paid tribute to Koch as

a farsighted moderator for Diop Ganoune, General Secretary

Kurt Cardinal Koch honored in 2016







Schénblicks

Christenverfolgung
und Okumene
der Martyrer

Eine biblische Besinnung
Kurt Cardinal Koch

Preface to Kurt Cardinal Koch
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5. The same applies to the broader question of freedom of

religion or belief for everyone. Theologians should be able

to explain the basis of this freedom in terms of dogma and
political ethics in a clear, easy-to-understand way:
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der Bergpredigt, die Zuléssigkeit des Schworens, das Widerstandsrecht oder die Euthanasie. Die
Ethik erarbeitet weithin diskutierte Themen anhand kontroverser Fragen, damit der Leser die
angeschnittenen Probleme mit ihm bekannten Situationen und Gesprachsthemen in Verbindung
setzen kann.

,»Ein theologisches Meisterwerk —

nimm und lies*

Prof. Dr. Dr. Georg Huntemann

g
promotion. Er ist Rektor d {uratoriumsvor
nde Hande ¢ { rlag fir Kultur und
h Er hat auBerdem Lehrstiihle und Lehrauf
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Ethics volume 6 State and Law




Ethics volume 6 State and Law



=& - | ‘ agun
' ”Wmmwcowcsu et —"

u.ln.jmlzmohsedh

‘ Verfolgung end Diskrirminserung von Christen ==

. jahrhundert™

Shifting from persecution to religious freedom

with Angela Merkel




6. This includes a critical study of the ways in which Christianity has
lived up to or violated its own standards throughout history. The OT
and N'T prove our faith to be highly self-critical and always including
honest investigation and even repentance. At the same time, we must
combat religious extremism and fundamentalism within our own
ranks.
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Fundamentalism in Czech



homas Schirrmacher

Fundamentalism

Religion becomes

VKW The WEA Global Issues Series 14

Fundamentalism in English




Fundamentalismus

Wenn Religion zur Gefahr wird

Thomas Schirrmacher

s HANSS| FR
KURZ UND BUNDIG

SCM Hanssler

Fundamentalism in German



Launch Christian Witness Code (Geneva 2011
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PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE

CHRISTIAN WITNESS
IN A MULTI-RELIGIOUS WORLD

Edited by Inpuniw J. KoprreuwAkkw K.
Preface by JURGEN MOLTMANN

LIBRERIA
EDITRICE
VATICANA

Ten years of Christian Witness in a multireligious World




ETHics * SocieTy * THEOLOGY *
MissioN * SocioLoGy oF RELIGION

Schirrmacher testifies in British parliament

Friday Octeber 0th. 2017 Chvissanity & Pobics. Dinkogue wih cthar o

u Blag At 1o red

tified in the British House

UK and from all

{uman Rig

ons within Christianity,

tiny minorit

Jewish faith and non-re
nce within Islam
growing and dily rs. After all,
ful Muslims and Hindus are in larg

e, butitis ob
Church Cristars Crch
D y D ar Ral ) Dislogue
waticn Ecumenism EthiCS eargues
Schimmacher called upo elig g 0 s Evangeics Review o Thaokogy
freedom of religion or belief ove < s 0 2 Evangelicals e san Famey Germary
Human Rights uman Tratcang i
IRF International Institute for
Religious Freedom Interationsl kstitae for

within ones own religion

Testitying in the British House of Lords press release




Testifying in the British House of Lords



7. In addition to theological perspectives, Christians are
interested in secular and empirical perspectives that
examine reality in history and the present. We should
become leaders in this area of research.
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ETHICS * SocIETY * THEOLOGY *
MissioN * SocioLocy oF RELIGIONS

Schirrmacher thanks Hermann Grohe for the “most
momentous rebuke in all my life”

Monday Jene T9h 2018 Cermruen paterant Chrndienty & Poltics Persscuton of Clsberns ProVusds Slog foght o

rigpous freesom Nadgous Fresdom

Thomas Schirrmacher published his
speech at the opening of the religious
freadom chair at the Gielfen School of
Theology (Frese Theologische
Hochschule Giefien). In it he thanks the
vice-chair of the COU/CSU in the
German Parliam and former health
minister, Hermann Grohe, for the “most Sustainability (BAC). Read more

momentous rebuke in akl my life".

Hermann Groehe - Schirrmacher thanks him for the
“most momentous rebuke in all my life”
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IIRF Director Dennis Petri and IIRF President Thomas Schirrmacher at
the Faith and Freedom Summit IV in the All American Parliament in
Panama reading their journal
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Launching the VID in the German Parliament




Article

Tracking Religious Freedom Violations with the Violent
Incidents Database: A Methodological Approach and
Comparative Analysis

Dennis P. Petri >, Kyle J. Wisdom > and John T. Bainbridge *

International Institute for Religious Freedom, Orlando, FLL 32678-0068, USA; kwisdomirf global (K ].W.);
ibainbridge@iirt
Corespondence: dpetrik29@ulacit.ed <

Abstract: Measuring and comparing religious freedom across countries and over time
requires reliable and valid data sources. Existing religious freedom datasets are either
based on the coding of qualitative data (such as the Religion and State Project or the Pew
Research Center), on expert opinions (V-Dem or the World Watch List) or on surveys
(Anti-Defamation League). Each of these approaches has its strengths and limitations. In
this study, we present the Violent Incidents Database (VID), a complementary tool designed
to collect, record, and analyze violent incidents related to violations of religious freedom
based on media reports and other public sources. We critically describe the criteria and
process for selecting, coding and verifying the incidents, as well as the categories and
indicators used to classify them. We also compare the VID with other existing religious
freedom datasets and show how the VID provides a complementary picture of the nature
and dynamics of religious freedom violations. We offer a preliminary analysis of the data
collected through the end of 2024 with selected figures for data visualization. We conclude
by discussing anticipated improvements for the VID as well as its potential applications for
policy makers, advocates, and practitioners.

:-:vd:t';s Keywords: religious freedom measurement; Violent Incidents Database (VID); data collection

ditor: Han Woo Park and verification; comparative religious freedom datasets; policy and advocacy applications

1. Introduction

Cltation: Petri, [ P; Wisdom, K | ; In 2011, Thomas Schirrmacher wrote an opinion article on the challenges of counting
Batnbndge, | T. Tracking Relsgious the number of Christian martyrs in which he concluded, “What we need is a database in

tions with the Viskent— yhich for any year we could enter all the known, larger cases [of religious persecution] so
that at the end of the year we not only have a usable estimate, but rather a situation where
given the list, everyone can investigate the estimate’s resilience” [1]. This statement of need
inspired the development of the Violent Incidents Database (VID), which collects, records
and analyzes violent incidents concerning violations of religious freedom of all faiths, as
input for both research and policy-influencing efforts. The VID is publicly accessible online

Quote VID 2011 Article

parative Asulysis.




1. Introduction

In 2011, Thomas Schirrmacher wrote an opinion article on the challenges of counting
the number of Christian martyrs in which he concluded, “What we need is a database in
which for any year we could enter all the known, larger cases [of religious persecution] so
that at the end of the year we not only have a usable estimate, but rather a situation where
given the list, everyone can investigate the estimate’s resilience” [1]. This statement of need
inspired the development of the Violent Incidents Database (VID), which collects, records
and analyzes violent incidents concerning violations of religious freedom of all faiths, as
input for both research and policy-influencing efforts. The VID is publicly accessible online
at www.violentincidents.com (accessed on 9 May 2025).

Quote VID 2011 Quote
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Institut International pour la Liberté Religieuse
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e Armenian Question
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International Policy

Occassional journal with special reports,
research projects, reprints and documentation

on crypto-Armenians 2015
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B Reports

Dennis P. Petri

Lifting the Mask on Undetected Religious
Freedom Violations

2025/8

International Institute
for Religious Freedom

Violent Incidence Database IIRF 2025/8



8. Thus, every known academic field of research has a potential to
help describe, evaluate, and ameliorate issues of the suppression of
religious freedom, whether the researchers or the victims belong to

the Christian faith or to any other major or minor faith or worldview.
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Schirrmacher visits the ‘Athens of West Africa’ in
Freetown

Wedneaday Augest 6%, 2624 ProMunds Biog

Thomas Paul Schirrmacher visited Fourah Bay College in Freatown

1e) as well as its current head, Professor Kelleh Gbawuru Mansaray. He
— there is currently C X X -
. of th
who studied in Germany, show irrmacher the gallery
1827, illustrating the great influence
and his team then visited several buildings of the ¢

form th of the University of Sierra Leone.

Fourah Bay College in Freetown is also kno

because it w ost important centre for higher education and intell

s produl
ers and
em higher
y role in shaping the
elopment of an educated elite that went on to play decis|

administration, education, the church and pol in various West African

Diaiog de
scrimination Ecumenism Ethics «

» Evangelics Ruview of Thaokgy
Evangelicals evagetzman ramiy Germany
Human Rights suman Tramekng 1arm
IRF International Institute for
Religious Freadom Intemasonal kstite for
Revigrass Frandam intemmans
rights IS1AM sasetrch Juttrseh zur
Chastenverbigung Jeas Marte MBS-Taxle Meda
Mission susins newsie: PEISECULION
of Christians reis Poge Pope

sty of Homan

Schirrmacher visits the Athens of West Africa’




With Peter Berger in Istanbul 2009



9. As a result, we need global cooperation with people of
goodwill in research and advocacy,; as well as a willingness to
build and work within global networks related to these efforts.
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Mali Human Rights Experts 2024




Nepal Human Rights Experts 2024




Riyadh Saudi Arabia with the Ecumenical Patriarch 2022




