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1. The idea of religious freedom originated from religious 
minorities within Christianity since 1641 and from the 

minority of Jews since 1783.



Christianity and Democracy – magazine of the German 
Parliament 2009



Early Rites of baptism



Early Rites of baptism 



Moses Mendelssohn 1783



Roger Williams The Bloudy Tenent of Persecution 1644



Thomas Helwys 1612



2. Therefore, Christians and Jews must confidently 
participate in the global promotion and implementation of 

this idea, even though it is now shared by people of all 
religions and beliefs as part of the canon of human rights 
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.



Faith for Rights Beirut Launch



Festschrift by Muslim friends "God needs no defense"



Human Rights in Albanian



Human Rights in German



Human Rights in English



Reports by the UN Special Rapporteur Heiner Bielefeldt



UN Human Rights Council Geneva Michael Wiener



3. The study of persecution and martyrdom must find its 
way back to the heart of Christian systematic theology 

and become an integral part of every subject of 
theological studies, e.g. Christology, ecclesiology, church 

history, ethics, missiology or pastoral care.



Quote on Western theology



The Persecution of Christians Concerns Us All 1999 in English



The Persecution of Christians Concerns Us All 1999 in German



The Persecution of Christians Concerns Us All 1999 in Kiswahili



The Persecution of Christians Concerns Us All 2001 in German



Tirana Sant’Egidio 2015



Tirana Sant’Egidio 2015



4. This must happen in cooperation with all churches, as we all 
believe in the foremost martyr, Jesus himself, we need to learn from 

the Eastern churches in general, as well as from their experience 
with persecution. We must also acknowledge that persecutors rarely 

care what kind of Christian they persecute or martyr.



Archbishop Anastasios at the Global Christian Forum 
in Tirana 2015



Call in Pontifical University



Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul 2008



Global Christian Forum Tirana 2015



Kurt Cardinal Koch honored in 2016



Kurt Cardinal Koch honored in 2016



Patriarchs of the Middle East 2015



Preface to Kurt Cardinal Koch



The Pope and suffering 2002



5. The same applies to the broader question of freedom of 
religion or belief for everyone. Theologians should be able 
to explain the basis of this freedom in terms of dogma and 

political ethics in a clear, easy-to-understand way.



Ethics volume 6 State and Law



Ethics volume 6 State and Law



Shifting from persecution to religious freedom 
with Angela Merkel



6. This includes a critical study of the ways in which Christianity has 
lived up to or violated its own standards throughout history. The OT 
and NT prove our faith to be highly self-critical and always including 
honest investigation and even repentance. At the same time, we must 

combat religious extremism and fundamentalism within our own 
ranks.



Fundamentalism in Czech



Fundamentalism in English



Fundamentalism in German



Launch Christian Witness Code Geneva 2011



Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church



Ten years of Christian Witness in a multireligious World



Testifying in the British House of Lords press release



Testifying in the British House of Lords



7. In addition to theological perspectives, Christians are 
interested in secular and empirical perspectives that 

examine reality in history and the present. We should 
become leaders in this area of research.



Hermann Groehe - Schirrmacher thanks him for the 
“most momentous rebuke in all my life”



Hermann Groehe



IIRF Director Dennis Petri and IIRF President Thomas Schirrmacher at 
the Faith and Freedom Summit IV in the All American Parliament in 

Panama reading their journal



Launching the VID in the German Parliament



Quote VID 2011 Article



Quote VID 2011 Quote



Research on crypto-Armenians 2015



Testifying on Turkey at USCIRF



Violent Incidence Database IIRF 2025/8



8. Thus, every known academic field of research has a potential to 
help describe, evaluate, and ameliorate issues of the suppression of 
religious freedom, whether the researchers or the victims belong to 

the Christian faith or to any other major or minor faith or worldview.



Schirrmacher visits the ‘Athens of West Africa’



With Peter Berger in Istanbul 2009



9. As a result, we need global cooperation with people of 
goodwill in research and advocacy, as well as a willingness to 

build and work within global networks related to these efforts.



Mali Human Rights Experts 2025



Nepal Human Rights Experts 2024



Riyadh Saudi Arabia with the Ecumenical Patriarch 2022


