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The New Testament is being reorganized

Thomas Schirrmacher welcomes the fact that the
anniversary edition of the UBS Greek New Testament
places the general epistles of the New Testament before
the Pauline epistles

(Bonn, 06.05.2026) The United Bible Society’s edition of the New Testament’s original
text was first published in 1966. This year, therefore, marks its 60th anniversary, and it
brings readers some surprising changes, described in the latest issue of the magazine
Themelios as “most significant update to the
UBS edition in fifty years”.

UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES

Peter J. Gurry goes on to write in Themelios:
“The largest change is not to the edition itself
but to the team that is responsible for it. ... To
the best of my knowledge, this represents
members from Protestant (Anglican and
Lutheran), Eastern Orthodox, and Roman
Catholic churches.” Besides numerous
changes, such as in the presentation of the
text and the critical apparatus, the most strik-
ing innovation is probably the reordering of
the New Testament writings.

GREEK
NEW TESTAMENT

Sixth Revised Edition

Prof. Dr. theol. Dr. phil. Thomas Schirrmacher
says about this: “In most modern editions, the
New Testament appears in this order: the
Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, the
Epistles of Paul, the General Epistles, and the
Book of Revelation. This is the familiar order
found in many Bible editions in the Western
world and seems ‘normal’ today, but historic-
ally it is not the only one. From the beginning of the fifth century at the latest, the
Western Church essentially followed the canonical order confirmed by Athanasius.

DEUTSCHE BIBELGESELLSCHAFT

The sixth edition of the UBS, however, follows the order found in many ancient Greek
manuscripts, such as the Codex Vaticanus or the Codex Alexandrinus: after the Gos-
pels and the Acts of the Apostles follow first the Catholic Epistles, then the Pauline
Epistles together with the Epistle to the Hebrews (considered Pauline), and finally the
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A joint platform for the
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on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Bonn Abrahamic Center for Global
Justice, Peace and Sustainability

Business Coalition of the World
Evangelical Alliance (Bonn, Ham-
burg) business.worldea.org

Evangelical Missiology, Journal of
missiotop — Evangelical Forum for
Missions, Cultures and Religions
(Evangelical Alliance in Germany)
missiotop.org

Evangelical Review of Theology
(New York, Bonn)
theology.worldea.org/evangelical-
review-of-theology

Giving Hands — International Cha-
rity (Bonn) gebende-haende.de

Institut fur Islamfragen der
Deutschen, Schweizer und
Osterreichischen Allianz (Ifl)
islaminstitut.de

International Institute for Islamic
Studies (I1IS) (Bonn)
islaminstitute.net

International Institute for Religious
Freedom (lIRF) (Bonn, Vancouver,
San José — Costa Rica) iirf.global

International Journal for Religious
Freedom (IJRF) (Bonn/Toronto)
ijrf.org

International Secretariat of the
International Society for Human
Rights (ISHR) ishr.org

Islam and Christianity
Journal.islaminstitute.net

Martin Bucer Seminary (Munich,
Zirich, Tirana, Sao Paulo,
Helsinki, Istanbul) bucer.org

SOS World (Brussels)
sosworld.be/page-daccueil

Theological Commission of the
European Evangelical Alliance
europeanea.org

Verlag fur Kulturund Wissenschaft
(VKW) (Culture and Science Publ.)
vkwonline.com

WEA book series: Global Issues
Series / World of Theology Series
theology.worldea.org/global-
issues
theology.worldea.org/world-of-
theology

WEA Sustainability Center
wea-sc.org

Yearbook Persecution and
Discrimination of Christians and
Yearbook Religious Freedom
iirf.global/jahrbuch
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Book of Revelation. The ancient Greek order is not arbitrary, but reflects the tradition
of transmission or the conviction that the ‘general’ or ‘Catholic’ epistles — that is, the
seven letters by James, Peter, John and Jude — are closer to the Gospels and the Je-
sus tradition, so that they are transmitted together in many manuscripts. The Pauline
epistles are thus placed after this collection.

The Orthodox and Ancient Oriental Churches have retained the Greek order in their
modern translations of the New Testament. These include, in particular, the Greek Or-
thodox, Syriac and Coptic traditions. Only the modern Russian translations are ar-
ranged partly according to the Greek tradition and partly according to the Latin tradi-
tion.”

Schirrmacher welcomes this change because “the Greek manuscripts are, after all,
the basis of the UBS — so why not adopt their order rather than that of the Latin
Church? Moreover, the UBS has long been an ecumenical project, with Greeks,
Copts, Syrians and others also contributing to it. And in terms of content, this also
makes sense for those who are faithful to the Bible, as it is assumed that the Epistles
of James, Jude and Peter are letters from the Church of Jerusalem and that the
names of the epistles refer to the actual authors; they therefore belong between the
Gospels and the Epistles of Paul. Only the Acts of the Apostles is then linked both to
the Gospels and the Church of Jerusalem, as well as to Paul, and follows directly after
the Gospels.”

Downloads and Links:

e Themeliios Volume 51 — Issue 1: “The Greek New Testament, 6th Revised
Edition” reviewed by Peter J. Gurry: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/?
p=666218

* German Bible Society — The Sixth Edition of the Greek New Testament
(UBSB6): https://die-bibel.de/en/the-sixth-edition-of-the-greek-new-testament-
ubs6
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