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Laudate for His Excellency President José Ramos-Horta
Your Excellency President José Ramos-Horta,

It is a great privilege to address one of the world's most respected statesmen, a
tireless advocate for human dignity, and a Nobel Peace Prize laureate whose life
has become synonymous with the struggle for freedom, justice, and
reconciliation.

For decades, you devoted yourself to the cause of the people of Timor-Leste
during one of the darkest chapters of modern history. While your country
suffered occupation, violence, and immense hardship, you carried the voice of
your people to governments, international organizations, churches, and civil
society across the world. Your unwavering commitment to peaceful advocacy
helped ensure that the plight of Timor-Leste would never be forgotten.

Together with many courageous compatriots, you helped lead your nation to
independence. Yet what has distinguished you even more has been what
followed.

You did not merely help achieve peace—you helped preserve it. Rather than
allowing decades of suffering to become a source of hatred or revenge, you chose
the far more difficult path of reconciliation, dialogue, and forgiveness.

During Indonesia's occupation of Timor-Leste between 1975 and 1999, scholarly
and official estimates indicate that between approximately 90,000 and more
than 200,000 Timorese lost their lives through violence, famine, disease, and
forced displacement associated with the occupation. In proportion to its
population, this represents one of the gravest human tragedies of the late
twentieth century.

Against this background, your commitment to reconciliation is nothing short of
extraordinary. Even though the current President of Indonesia was among the
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officers serving with Indonesia's special forces in East Timor during the
occupation and has long been associated with allegations by human rights
organizations concerning that period, you have consistently extended the hand
of friendship to Indonesia. You have demonstrated that genuine reconciliation
does not require forgetting history; rather, it requires remembering it while
refusing to be imprisoned by it. In doing so, you have shown the world that lasting
peace is built not through revenge, but through moral courage, justice, and
reconciliation.

Your moral leadership has become an example not only for Southeast Asia but
for the entire world. You have shown that peace is not simply the absence of war.
It is the presence of justice, respect for human dignity, and the willingness to
build a common future even after profound suffering.

Beyond Timor-Leste, you have been an international voice for democracy, human
rights, religious freedom, and peaceful coexistence. Your moral authority reaches
far beyond the borders of your own nation.

It has been my privilege to know you over many years and to meet you on
numerous occasions in Germany. Each encounter has confirmed what the world
already knows: behind the Nobel Peace Prize, behind the President, and behind
the statesman stands a man of remarkable humility, wisdom, kindness, and
unwavering integrity.

Your Excellency, your life reminds us that courage can overcome oppression, that
forgiveness can overcome hatred, and that hope can triumph over despair.

Your example reminds us that true leadership is measured not by power, but by
the ability to transform suffering into reconciliation and former enemies into

partners in peace. It is a lesson that our world needs today more than ever.

Thank you for your extraordinary service to your nation, to peace, and to
humanity. It is an honour to pay tribute to your remarkable life and legacy.

With the highest regard

Archbishop Pyof. Dr. theol. Dr. phil. Thomas Schirrmacher

ISHR President

Photo gallery: https://thomasschirrmacher.net/travels/timor-leste-president-
minister-of-the-interior-people/
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