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Thomas Schirrmacher meets the
representative of the Kurdistan Regional
Government in Germany

(Bonn, 28.07.2026) Thomas Schirrmacher, President of the International Society for Hu-
man Rights (ISHR) and the International Institute for Religious Freedom (lIRF), met in
Berlin with Dilshad Barzani, the representative of the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) in Germany, at his office near the German Bundestag for an in-depth discussion.
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The two men were already
acquainted from previous
meetings.

The discussion centred on
political and social develop-
ments in the Kurdistan Re-
gional Government, its con-
stitutional status within Iraq,
and prospects for the re-
gion’s future. Schirrmacher
outlined his views — which
he has publicly advocated
for decades — on the Kur-
dish people’s right to self-
determination and on the
future of Kurdistan. In ad-
dition, issues relating to hu-
man rights, freedom of reli-
gion and the protection of
religious and ethnic minorities were discussed.

Bishop Thomas Schirrmacher with Dilshad Barzani, the representatv of the
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in Germany © [IRF/Thomas Schirr-
macher

Schirrmacher reported on his recent trips to the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG)
and on his meetings with Kurdish government representatives, religious leaders and
representatives of civil society. He praised the KRG for providing protection to members
of many religious minorities who had fled to the KRG from neighbouring countries. He
also spoke about his lectures and meetings with the Kurdish community in Germany.

The meeting built on Schirrmacher’s decades-long commitment to the Kurds. Since the
1980s, he has been publishing academic works on Kurdistan and the Kurds, cam-
paigning for the rights of the Kurdish people as well as for religious freedom and the
protection of persecuted minorities, and maintaining close contacts with Kurdish
institutions and leaders.
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Series theology.worldea.org/
global-issues
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theology.worldea.org/world-of-
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wea-sc.org

Yearbook Persecution and
Discrimination of Christians and
Yearbook Religious Freedom
iirf.global/jahrbuch
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The conversation took place in a warm and friendly atmosphere.

The photograph shows Thomas Schirrmacher with Dilshad Barzani, the representative
of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in Germany, at the representative office in
Berlin. In the background is a portrait of his father, Mustafa Barzani, the historic leader
of the Kurdish national movement and the spiritual founder of today’s Kurdistan Regional
Government.

Downloads and Links

* Photo: Bishop Thomas Schirrmacher with Dilshad Barzani, the representative
of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in Germany © IIRF/Thomas
Schirrmacher

+  BQ919 - 24/2026 “KGD’s Newroz reception in Berlin, attended by Ramelow,
Prien, Aras and Schirrmacher”: https://bonn-profiles.net/?p=12348

* Press release and photo gallery on the Berlin Newroz reception:
https://thomasschirrmacher.net/?p=25338
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