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BQ 954 – No 56/2026
ISHR President Holds Talks on Child Protec-
tion in the Philippines
(Bonn, 19.10.2026) During a visit to the Philippines, the President of the International 
Society for Human Rights (ISHR), Prof. Dr. Thomas Schirrmacher, held discussions with 
high-ranking representatives of the Philippine National Police (PNP), civil society, and 
Christian organizations on the protection of children from human trafficking, sexual abu-
se, and exploitation. Particular emphasis was placed on the increasing sexual exploitati-
on of children via the Internet and on the question of how law enforcement, social 
services, and new technological capabilities can be effectively integrated. 

Discussions with the Philippine National Police
At the Philippine National Police headquarters in Camp Crame in Metro Manila, Schirr-
macher was received by police leadership. The discussions centered on human traf-
ficking, child abuse, and, in 
particular, online sexual ab-
use and exploitation of 
children (OSAEC). Among 
those he met with were Po-
lice General Jose Melencio 
Corpuz Nartatez Jr., Police 
Brigadier General Maria 
Sheila T. Portento, Acting 
Chief of the Women and 
Children Protection Center 
(WCPC), and Police Briga-
dier General Rex Arvin T. 
Malimban, Acting Director 
of the Integrity Monitoring 
and Enforcement Group 
(IMEG), the unit responsi-
ble for combating corruption 
and misconduct within the 
police force.

The country’s extensive digital infrastructure is also being exploited for forms of cybersex 
trafficking, livestream exploitation, and other forms of sexual violence against children. 
Poverty and social hardship increase the vulnerability of many families. Effective child 
protection therefore requires more than just identifying and prosecuting perpetrators: vic-
tims must be rescued from exploitative situations, protected, and provided with long-term 
support.

Schirrmacher greeted by the Chief of the Phillipine National Police Police Ge-
neral Jose Melencio Corpuz Nartatez Jr. © BQ/Martin Warnecke
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Maria Lourdes “Meilou” Aranal-Sereno, former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
Philippines and Chair of the National Coalition for the Family and the Constitution, also 
participated in the discussions. The meetings underscored the importance of close co-
operation between the police, the judiciary, and civil society. 

DejaVue: AI-Powered Tools Against Online Exploitation
A key focus was the use of artificial intelligence and modern digital tools to combat hu-
man trafficking and online exploitation. AI-powered systems can assist investigators in 
analyzing large volumes of 
data, identifying suspicious 
online activities and pat-
terns, analyzing communi-
cation and financial 
networks, and accelerating 
cross-border investigations.

Against the backdrop of the 
ISHR’s collaboration with 
DejaVue AI Inc., a U.S.-
based company speciali-
zing in AI-based solutions, 
Schirrmacher also presen-
ted the potential of such 
technology during discussi-
ons with the Philippine poli-
ce. Especially when dealing 
with very large volumes of 
images and other digital 
material, these tools can 
help investigative authorities identify connections more quickly, locate victims, and unco-
ver criminal networks. At the same time, Schirrmacher emphasized that technological 
innovation must always be guided by ethical responsibility and international human 
rights standards. 

From Food Aid to Protecting Abused Girls
Visits to facilities run by HOPE worldwide Philippines highlighted what the necessary 
long-term support for at-risk and already affected children can look like. The organization 
has been working with children, adolescents, and families in need since 1993, combining 
nutrition, education, health care, family support, and child protection.

At the Center of HOPE in Baseco, in Manila’s port area, Schirrmacher learned about the 
work being done in one of the capital’s poorest and most densely populated communi-
ties. In addition to educational programs, a nutrition program for children is one of the 
organization’s core activities. Staff also provide support to families and children at risk of 
poverty, neglect, and exploitation.

The Generals and leaders of the Philippine National Police and the delegates 
of National Coalition for the Constitution with Thomas Schirrmacher © BQ/
Martin Warnecke
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The Center of HOPE in Laguna focuses more specifically on children who have already 
experienced violence and abuse. Among others, the center cares for girls who have 
been victims of sexual violence. They receive safe shelter, psychosocial care, educatio-
nal support, medical care, and individualized support.

The visits made it clear that child protection must be understood as a interconnected 
chain: from nutrition, education, and prevention, through the identification of at-risk child-
ren, to the safe housing and rehabilitation of victims, as well as the criminal prosecution 
of perpetrators. 

Long-standing partnerships build trust
HOPE worldwide Philippines has been supported by international partners for many 
years. These include the German aid organization Gebende Hände (Giving Hands) as 
well as U.S. partner organizations. The long-standing support for children—and especi-
ally for abused girls—has also fostered trust and credibility in discussions with govern-
ment agencies. Among other things, Giving Hands supports nutrition and social 
programs, relying on existing local structures rather than short-term parallel projects. 

Civil Society, Churches, and the Government Working To-
gether
Another key focus was collaboration with Philippine civil society. Schirrmacher met with 
representatives of the National Coalition for the Family and the Constitution as well as 
Bishop Noel Pantoja of the Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches (PCEC). In many 
places, churches and Chris-
tian organizations have 
structures that reach into 
socially vulnerable populati-
on groups and can play an 
important role in prevention, 
education, family support, 
and the identification of at-
risk children.

For the ISHR, the focus is 
on combining human rights 
protection with practical as-
sistance. Human trafficking 
and the sexual exploitation 
of children cannot be com-
bated through law enforce-
ment alone, nor through 
social work alone. What is needed is a network comprising the police and the judiciary, 
human rights organizations, social service agencies, churches, and other civil society 
actors—supplemented by responsibly deployed technological innovation.

“Protecting children from human trafficking and sexual exploitation is a classic human 

Schirrmacher listens to the National Coalition during the speech by former Su-
preme Court Justice Aranal-Sereno © BQ/Martin Warnecke
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rights task,” Schirrmacher 
explained. “It is crucial that 
those who can each contri-
bute a part of the solution 
work together: the police 
and the judiciary, human 
rights organizations, social 
services, churches, and ci-
vil society. New technologi-
cal possibilities can 
significantly support this 
work, but they must serve 
the protection of human di-
gnity and clear ethical stan-
dards.”
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