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BQ 374 – No. 38/2015

International President of the International
Society for Human Rights meets with the
Federal Government Commissioner for
Human Rights Policy, Christoph Strässer
(Bonn, 10.10.2015) The International President of the International Society for Human
Rights (ISHR), Thomas Schirrmacher, has been received for an interview by the Federal
Government Commis-
sioner for Human Rights
Policy and Humanitarian
Assistance, Christoph
Strässer, Member of the
German Bundestag. The
main topics were the
situation of religious
freedom worldwide and the
Federal Government’s new
human rights report, on
which the spokesman of
the board of the ISHR,
Martin Lessenthin, had
made a detailed statement
in a hearing in the German
Bundestag. Finally,
Schirrmacher had the concept of the international human rights logo of the Federal
Foreign Office explained to him. Schirrmacher was accompanied by his personal
advisor, the historian Martin Warnecke.

Already prior to his taking office, and then thereafter, Strässer has traditionally
addressed an annual greeting to the annual conference of the ISHR. He is also the
godfather of a political prisoner, the Iranian human rights activist Mohammed Seddigh
Kaboudvand, who is under the care of the ISHR.

Christoph Strässer is a specialist lawyer for tax issues and administrative law in Münster
and has been a member of the German Bundestag since 2002. From 1977 to 1982 he
was Federal Chairman of the Young Democrats and member of the FDP (Free
Democratic Party) Federal Executive Committee. In 1984, he joined the SPD (Social
Democratic Party of Germany). From 2002 to 2014, he was a member of the Committee

Schirrmacher during the visit of Christoph Strässer, Member of the German
Bundestag © BQ/Warnecke
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for Human Rights and Humanitarian Aid and spokesman for the SPD working group in
the same committee. He has also been a representative of the SPD parliamentary group
for liberal professions, a member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe and of the Western European Union, and a representative of the Council of
Europe for the situation of detainees in Azerbaĳan.

Downloads and Links:

• Photo: Schirrmacher during the visit of Christoph Strässer, Member of the
German Bundestag © BQ/Warnecke

• Human rights logo (jpg)

• What is a “political prisoner” – a definition: Interview with Christoph Strässer:
http://www.igfm.de/news-presse/interviews/definition-politischer-gefangener/

• Christoph Strässer, Greeting to the ISHR Annual Conference 2014:
http://www.igfm.de/veranstaltungen/vergangene-events-und-aktionen/igfm-
jahresversammlung-2014/grussworte-zur-42-jahreshauptversammlung/

• Christoph Strässer, Greeting to the ISHR Annual Conference 2013:
http://www.igfm.de/veranstaltungen/vergangene-events-und-
aktionen/impressionen-igfm-pressekonferenz-zum-tag-der-menschenrechte-
2013/

• Christoph Strässer, Member of the Bundestag, took over a sponsorship for
Mohammed Seddigh Kaboudvand on June 6, 2011 as part of the ISHR
sponsorship program: http://www.igfm.de/iran/politische-gefangene/iran-
menschenrechtsverteidiger-nach-hungerstreik-auf-krankenstation/

• Christoph Strässer in the German Bundestag:
https://www.bundestag.de/bundestag/abgeordnete18/biografien/S/straesser_chri
stoph/259086

• Office of the Commissioner:
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/DE/AAmt/Koordinatoren/MR-
Koordinator/Uebersicht-MRBeauftragter_node.html
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