Bonner Querschnitte
Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

Phone: +49 /4106 / 804806; Fax: +49 / 4106 / 804807
E-Mail: bg@bucer.de; http://www.bucer.org/bg.html

Released for free complete or partial reproduction

BQ 465 — Nr. 04/2017

Protect Muslims; suppress Islamists

Religious freedom expert for Merkels party speaks in
Solingen for the third time

(Bonn, 21.02.2017) “The secular state must equally guarantee freedom of religion for
freedom loving Muslims and use its monopoly on the use of force to suppress those
Islamists who are enemies gy PIE )

of freedom of religion.” i I

This was the main thesis

presented by the Director
of the International Institut
for Religious Freedom on
the occasion of the “Castle |
Burger Discussions” held |
by Germany’s Mrs Merkel’s |
political party the Christian
Democratic Union (CDU)
in Solingen.

Religious freedom is never
achieved half-heartedly,
claimed Professor
Schirrmacher, who teaches
sociology of religion at the
University of the West in
Romania. One simply must
protect Muslims from whoever would threaten their freedom of religion—as well, of
course as protecting oriental Christians and converts from Islam to Christianity—
especially from those Muslims who are called Islamists, whose goal is the abolition of
religious freedom or who —

would justify or even use
violence.

(from the left) Thomas Schirrmacher and Hansjorg Schweikhart
© BQ/ Martin Warnecke

Freedom of religion, as is
true with all human rights,
must not only be made
legally possible;
fundamental rights must be
actively defended by
means of the monopoly of
force of the state against
all those who justify,
propagate, or practice
abuses of those rights.

Thomas Schirrmacher during his lecture
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A joint platform for the
following Bonn organi-
zations on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and
the Austrian Evangelical
Alliance

www.ead.de/akref

Culture and Science Publ.
www.vkwonline.com

Giving Hands —
International Charity
www.gebende-haende.de

Help Worldwide —
International Charity
www.hilfe-weltweit.de

Institute for Prolife and Family
Studies
www.bucer.de/ilfw

International Institute for
Islamic Studies of the World
Evangelical Alliance
www.islaminstitute.net

International Institute for
Religious Freedom of the
World Evangelical Alliance

Martin Bucer Seminary
www.bucer.org

Pro Mundis e. V.
www.thomasschirrmacher.net

Theological Commission of
“Hope for Europe” (European
Evangelical Alliance)
www.hfe.org

Theological Commission of
the World Evangelical Alliance
www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
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The theme of the evening was “Christian Persecution in the Middle East as a A joint platform for the
Reflection of the Situation of Religious Freedom Worldwide.” Schirrmacher, who is following Bonn organizations
also chair of the advisory committee for the Central Council of Oriental Christians in on the basis of the
Germany (Zentralrat Orientalischer Christen in Deutschland, ZOCD), reminded the Evangelical Alliance:

audience of the genocide of Christians that is going up and down since 1915. Commission for Religious
Whoever sees the current situation in Syria and Iraq as a new or short term problem is  Freedom of the German and the
historically forgetful. For oriental Christians the Middle East has never truly become a  Austrian Evangelical Alliance

place of peace since the mass murder of millions of their fellow believers a century www.ead.de/akref
ago. Today_s genoqde is only a new appearance of a terrible Fragedy and evil Culture and Science Publ.
tradition, with a series of starts and stops, which has been going on for at least a www.vkwonline.com
century.
Giving Hands —
International Charity
www.gebende-haende.de
International Charity
» Photo 1: (from the left) Thomas Schirrmacher and Hansjorg Schweikhart www.hilfe-weltweit.de
© BQ / Martin Warneck
Q/Ma arhecke Institute for Prolife and Family
» Photo 2: Thomas Schirrmacher during his lecture © BQ / Martin Warnecke Studies
www.bucer.de/ilfw
International Institute for Islamic
Studies of the World
Evangelical Alliance

International Institute for
Religious Freedom of the World
Evangelical Alliance

irf.

Martin Bucer Seminary

www.bucer.org

Pro Mundis e. V.
www.thomasschirrmacher.net

Theological Commission of
“Hope for Europe” (European
Evangelical Alliance)

Theological Commission of the
World Evangelical Alliance

www.worldevangelicals.org/
ol
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