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BQ 526 — No. 09/2018

WEA and IIRF congratulate on the launch of
The Freedom of Religion or Belief Learning
Platform

New educational tool enhances religious freedom
literacy

(Bonn, 06.04.2018) The World Evangelical Alliance and its International Institute for
Religious Freedom (IIRF) want to congratulate the Nordic Ecumenical Network on
International Freedom of Religion or Belief (NORFORB) on the launch of The
Freedom of Religion or Belief Learning Platform. The launch was announced to the
public at a high level side event on ‘The Impact of Media on Freedom of Religion or
Belief’ at the United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva on 6 March 2018.

“On 22 September 2016
the then UN Special
Rapporteur on freedom of
religion or belief, together
with the World Council of
Churches and the Finnish
Ecumenical Council
organized a workshop and
a public event on ‘Religion
and Religious Freedom in
International Diplomacy’ at
the UN in Geneva’,
recounts Prof. Dr. Christof
Sauer, Co-Director of IIRF,
who was one of the
moderators then. “The
need for literacy on religion
and religious freedom in
those circles was
emphasized and a call for
the production of suitable
training material issued.
One of the speakers,
Katherine Cash, of Swedish Mission Council, pledged to heed the call. The IIRF
encouraged and supported her. The wonderful educational tool that was now
presented, is the fruit of her educational competence and diligent labour.”

Participants of the panel from the left: Danielle Turkov Wilson (Think
Film Impact Production), Dilnoza Satarova (ODHIR), Jan Figel (EU
special envoy on FORB), Ann Shin (MEMB director), Katherine Cash
(NORFORB), Juliana Sfeir (SAT-7 Academy), Ahmed Shaheed (UN
special rapporteur on FORB) and Dr Dwayne Menezes (Think Film
Impact Production) © FORB
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“World Evangelical Alliance was one of the first to publicly endorse the films produced
as a Core Partner”, adds Prof. Dr. Dr. Thomas Schirrmacher, the Deputy General
Secretary of WEA for Intrafaith and Interfaith Relations. The logos of the WEA and the
IIRF appear on the website of the FORB Learning Platform among various partners.
The WEA also substantially supported the production and launch financially.

A prominent feature of the new learning platform is a series of short educational
videos entitled the “Introductory Learning Package.” They are now available in
English, Arabic, Russian, French, Spanish, and Swedish. Initially there are eight
videos available. Most range in length between 5 and 9 minutes, with one longer video
of almost 20 minutes. One more video promised in late 2018. The topics are:

1. An Introduction to
Freedom of Religion
or Belief;

2. The right to have or
change your religion
or belief;

3. The right to manifest
(practice) your
religion or belief;

4. Protection from
coercion;

5. Protection from
discrimination;

6. Rights for parents
and children;

The panelists © FORB

7. Conscientious objection;
8. Limitations to freedom of religion or belief;
9. (promised) Freedom of religion or belief around the world.

Following the introductory package of videos, there is a second series of short videos,
on “Access to Justice.” Till now there are only four and these are only in English. More
educational videos are promised.

Supporting the videos, the platform offers numerous educational resources, including
written resources in 13 languages, practical teaching tips for teachers, materials on
theological and ethical reflection from most major religions, significant materials for
diplomats, legislators, and officials, materials for journalists, country information from
around the world, and a section entitled “in more depth” which includes links to the
major international human rights declarations and covenants. The “in more depth”
section includes some of the growing body of literature published by the International
Institute for Religious Freedom on behalf of the World Evangelical Alliance. The
philosophical basis for the educational platform is found in the UN Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, while the platform depends heavily for its legal
explanations on the principles of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, which has the force of law in 169 countries.
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In his correspondence with Katherine Cash, who represented NORFORB at the UN
launch, Prof. Dr. Thomas K. Johnson wrote, “I want to congratulate you on the FORB
learning platform launch! This is a huge step forward.”

In later comments Dr.
Johnson, who represents
the World Evangelical
Alliance as Religious
Freedom Ambassador to
the Vatican, said, “l am one
of the many people who
have long seen a need for
this sort of effort. | am very
glad the WEA has joined in
the partnership to make
this possible. | will be
disappointed if these
materials only see
widespread use within the
several branches of
Christianity. On paper
most of the governments
around the world have officially affirmed these principles on one or more occasions in
the last 70 years. But far too few citizens of any country know the moral and legal
principles which have been affirmed by their governments. And this lack of information
extends even to judges, diplomats, and parliamentarians around the globe. These
trends have been precisely confirmed by multiple research agencies. Now we have an
additional and valuable tool to address this need.”

']

During the screening of the film “My Enemy, My Brother” © FORB

Downloads and Links:

» Photo 1: Participants of the panel from the left: Danielle Turkov Wilson (Think
Film Impact Production), Dilnoza Satarova (ODHIR), Jan Figel (EU special
envoy on FORB), Ann Shin (MEMB director), Katherine Cash (NORFORB),
Juliana Sfeir (SAT-7 Academy), Ahmed Shaheed (UN special rapporteur on
FORB) and Dr Dwayne Menezes (Think Film Impact Production) © FORB

» Photo 2: The panelists © FORB
» Photo 3: During the screening of the film “My Enemy, My Brother” © FORB

* Press Releases of The FORB Learning Platform:
https://bucer.org/fileadmin/dateien/Dokumente/BQs/BQ500ff/
BQ526/180306_ NORFORB Press Release Learning_Platform.pdf
and https://bucer.org/fileadmin/dateien/Dokumente/BQs/BQ500ff/
BQ526/180222 _NORFORB_Press_Release | earning_Platform.pdf

» Invitation ,The Impact of Media on Freedom of Religion or Belief*:
https://bucer.org/fileadmin/dateien/Dokumente/BQs/BQ500ff/BQ526/
INVITATION Impact_of Media_on_FORB.pdf
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* Informations about The FORB Learning Platform: http://www.ohchr.org/
Documents/Issues/Opinion/SeminarRabat/FORBIlearning.pdf

»  Website of The FORB Learning Platform: http://www.forb-learning.org

+ Website of the International Institute for Religious Freedom: https://iirf.eu
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