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Schirrmacher thanks 40.000 Ahmadiyya
Muslims for the Engagement for Religious
Freedom

(Bonn, 11.10.2018) The president of the International Council of the International
Society for Human Rights (ISHR) and Director of the International Institute for
Religious Freedom (IIRF), Professor Thomas Schirrmacher, thanked the 40.000
participants of the
Ahmadiyya Jalsa Salana
in Karlsruhe, the yearly
meeting of the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Jamaat in
Germany, just before the
lecture of their spiritual —— — =
leader, ‘His Holiness Kalif’ : =
Mirza Masroor Ahmad, for : ke

not only enjoying religious
freedom in Germany after
having fled death threats
in Pakistan, but in turn
loud and insisting called
for religious freedom and
against any violence or ]
compulsion in religion. £ ' el 1 :
Speech to 40.000 participants of the Ahmadiyya Jalsa Salana in
Karlsruhe just before the lecture of their spiritual leader Kalif Mirza
Masrur Ahmad © BQ/Warnecke

Among other things
Schirrmacher called upon
Pakistan to change its
constitution, which states,
that Islam is the State Religion, only Muslims have full rights and in an extra
paragraph that Ahmadis are no Muslims.

On behalf of the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA), Prof. Thomas Schirrmacher has
for the second time met with ‘His Holiness’ Mirza Masroor Ahmad, the fifth Caliph of
Ahmadiyya Muslims. The two met this time in the Caliph’s headquarters in London.
The discussion revolved around the common struggle for religious freedom.

Leading individuals carrying responsibility within Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat thanked
the ISHR, the IIRF and the World Evangelical Alliance for their efforts to protect
Ahmadiyyas around the world and for their having repeatedly criticized Pakistan for
killing Ahmadiyyas, for persecuting them, and for constitutionally denying them
citizenship.
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A joint platform for the
following Bonn organi-
zations on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and
the Austrian Evangelical
Alliance

www.ead.de/akref

Culture and Science Publ.
www.vkwonline.com

Department of Theological
Concerns of World
Evangelical Alliance

www.worldevangelicals.org/

Giving Hands —
International Charity
WWW. nde-haende.

International Institute for
Islamic Studies (l11S) of the
World Evangelical Alliance
www.islaminstitute.net

International Institute for
Religious Freedom (IIRF)

of the World Evangelical
Alliance (International
Headquarter, German Branch
Tubingen, EU-Office Brissel)
www.iirf.eu

Martin Bucer Seminary
(Bonn, Linz, Zirich, Prague,
Tirana, Istanbul, Sdo Paulo,
Delhi)

WWW. L.or¢

missiotop — Evangelical
Forum for Missions, Cultures
and Religions (German
Evangelical Alliance)

Office of Intrafaith and
Interfaith Relations of the
World Evangelical Alliance

Theological Commission of
the European Evangelical
Alliance

WWW.eur nea.or

Theological Commission of
the World Evangelical Alliance
www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/

UN Bonn liaison for inter-
religious concerns of WEA

World Evangelical Alliance —
Office Bonn

SOS World (Brussels)

www.sosworld.be/page-
daccueil/
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Evangelical Alliance:

Schirrmacher also had a
short meeting with the
Federal Minister of Justice,
Katarina Barley (SPD),
who also spoke to the
assembly. Schirrmacher
thanked the minister for
representing the federal
government at this
assembly even though the
mainline Muslim networks
create a lot of pressure to
ignore the Ahmadis.

Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and
the Austrian Evangelical
Alliance

www.ead.de/akref

Culture and Science Publ.
www.vkwonline.com

Department of Theological
Concerns of World
Evangelical Alliance
www.worldevangelicals.or

Schirrmacher had already
met the fifth Caliph in 2014

Giving Hands —

in Karlsruhe and spoken to  Conversion with Germany’s federal minister of justice, Katarina International Charity

the 34,000 visitors for Barley, during the Ahmadiyya Jalsa Salana in Karlsruhe © BQ/ www.gebende-haen
rt_ajectlng all fprms of Warnecke International Institute for
violence against those Islamic Studies (I1IS) of the
who think differently. The - _ World Evangelical Alliance
Ahmadiyyas are a great model for political Islam’s perpetrators of violence. 2017 www.islaminstitute.net
Schirrmacher met the Caliph of Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat in London and spoke at International Institute for

the conference there. Religious Freedom (IIRF)
Schirrmacher, as the Director of the International Institute for Religious Freedom, has anfgﬁc\év?ﬂ?ef::t?ggf a
repeatedly pointed out that in his view Ahmadiyya Muslims often are victims first and Headquarter, German Branch
then Christians next, for instance in Pakistan or in Indonesia. Tiibingen, EU-Office Briissel)

Persecution in Sunni Muslim countries and above all in the home country of Pakistan sl

is primarily traceable back to the fact that according to Mohammad, there are not to be ~ Martin Bucer Seminary
any further prophets. Adherents of special variations of Islam with a prophet after (T?FZEZ’ 'I‘;?:r’]fjlr'gg OPFr;%Tg :
Mohammad are, as a general rule, more strongly discriminated against than Jews and Demi)' ' '
Christians and are not www.bucer.or
categorized as a religion of
the book, but as pagans
and idolators.

i

missiotop — Evangelical
Forum for Missions, Cultures
and Religions (German

i W E lical Alli
The Ahmadiyya movement === vangelical Alliance)

originated in 1889 after
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
(1835-1908) initially
labeled himself as a

Office of Intrafaith and
Interfaith Relations of the
World Evangelical Alliance

Theological Commission of

recipient of revelation. He
also later labeled himself
an incarnation of Christ,

Krishna, and Mahdi, which

was equivalent to being a

the European Evangelical
Alliance
WWW.eur nea.or

Theological Commission of
the World Evangelical Alliance

prophet sent by God even
though he was not sent &

www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
UN Bonn liaison for inter-

with scripture. In 1904, Schirrmacher in discussion with the Chair of the Ahmadiyya Muslims -

Mirza Gr?ulam Ahmad of Germany, Abdullah Uwe Hans Peter Wagishauser, and the member religious Conce_ms Of.WEA

labeled himself a of the federal parliament, Thomas Hitschler (SPD) © BQ/Warnecke \(’)Vf‘f’irc'g Egﬁ:ge“ca' Alliance —
SOS World (Brussels
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reappearance of Mohammad. Under his next but
one successor, his son Mirza Bashir ad-Din Ahmad,
the movement split into the so-called Qadiani
group, who revere Mirza Bashir ad-Din Ahmad as
the second Caliph, and the so-called Lahore group,
who view the founder Mirza Ghulam Ahmad only as
a “renewer” and who reject the office of caliph while
instead being led by an emir. Today, the Qadiani
group, as Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat (Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community), is globally the vastly larger
and most widespread group.

In contrast to the large majority of Sunni and Shiite
theologians, the Ahmadiyya Muslim community
campaigns for religious freedom, strictly rejects
violence as a means to spreading Islam, and seeks
to solicit adherents through intensive but fully
voluntary and peaceful missionary work. The most
important motto of the Caliph is present
everywhere in the form of large banners hanging at
major events: “Love for all, hatred for no one.”

Downloads and Links:

In front of the Fazl Mosque with ‘His
Holiness’ Mirza Masroor Ahmad, the
fifth Caliph and leader of Ahmadiyya
Muslims © BQ/Warnecke

» Photo 1, photo 2, and photo 3: Speech to 40.000 participants of the Ahmadiyya
Jalsa Salana in Karlsruhe just before the lecture of their spiritual leader, Kalif

Mirza Masrur Ahmad © BQ/Warnecke

» Photo 4: Conversion with Germany’s federal minister of justice, Katarina Barley,
during the Ahmadiyya Jalsa Salana in Karlsruhe © BQ/Warnecke

» Photo 5: Schirrmacher in discussion with the Chair of the Ahmadiyya Muslims of
Germany, Abdullah Uwe Hans Peter Wagishauser, and the member of the
federal parliament, Thomas Hitschler (SPD) © BQ/Warnecke

» Photo 6: In front of the Fazl Mosque with ‘His Holiness’ Mirza Masroor Ahmad,
the fifth Caliph and leader of Ahmadiyya Muslims © BQ/Warnecke

» Photo 7: The board of the Ahmadiyya Muslims in Germany explaining their
social work to Germany’s federal minister of justice, Katarina Barley, and

Thomas Schirrmacher © BQ/Warnecke
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