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several times worked as an expert for the Committee on Human Rights and
Humanitarian Aid of the German Bundestag.

On May 5™, there was held a meeting of Prof. Thomas Schirrmacher with representatives
of public organizations, business and lawyers in the city of Tiraspol, the capital of
Transnistria. The meeting participants related about the current situation in which
Transnistrian non-governmental organizations for human rights have to work; They
learned about the functioning and structure of the International Society for Human
Rights.

Within the discussion of socially significant processes, the participants of the meeting
informed Prof. Schirrmacher about human rights observance issues in Transnistria and
that some international organizations — involved in the analysis — don’t always
objectively interpret the
information they dispose
of. Active representatives
of the civil society in
Transnistria know better
the situation in the region,
as they constantly face
human rights violations
and try to help various
categories of the
population: young people,
prisoners, gypsies and
people with disabilities.

The President of the ISHR

noted that  obtaining —EEE . M | B
objective information from ‘ l mes W
the people living in The Schirrmachers and their host in front of the Parliament in Tiraspol

Transnistria is an important © Thomas Schirrmacher

line of activity of international structures and international human rights organizations,
including the ISHR. Therefore, the creation and work of a working group in Tiraspol
would be very important and relevant for cooperation with the ISHR.

On May 6", in Chisinau, there was held a meeting of Prof. Thomas Schirrmacher,
President of the International Society for Human Rights (ISHR), with Moldovan human
rights defenders, lawyers and journalists. In the course of the rich three-hour
conversation, the whole complex of problems associated with regular violations of
human rights in the Republic Moldova was discussed.

The meeting participants related the serious deterioration of the situation with respect to
human rights. Statistical data from independent international organizations for human
rights were reported. According to these data, Moldova is at the level of the poorest
African countries in the field of human rights observance. The dominant topic in the
speeches of participants was the capture of the Moldovan State by the Democratic Party

Bonner Querschnitte Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

Text & Technology:

Titus Vogt (ViSdP)

Vorderer Kamp 52a, D-25479 Ellerau
Phone: +49 4106 804806

Fax: +49 4106 804807

Email: Titus.Vogt@bucer.de

(@) BY-NC-sA | This text is licensed under the Creative Commons license (by-nc-sa).

A joint platform for the
following Bonn organi-
zations on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and
the Austrian Evangelical
Alliance

www.ead.de/akref

Culture and Science Publ.
www.vkwonline.com

Department of Theological
Concerns of World
Evangelical Alliance
www.worldevangelicals.org/
pdf/TN-47-1-Jan-2018.pdf

Giving Hands —
International Charity
www.gebende-haende.de

International Institute for
Islamic Studies (111S) of the
World Evangelical Alliance
www.islaminstitute.net

International Institute for
Religious Freedom (lIRF)

of the World Evangelical
Alliance (International
Headquarter, German Branch
Tubingen, EU-Office Brussel)
www.iirf.eu

Martin Bucer Seminary
(Bonn, Linz, Zirich, Prague,
Tirana, Istanbul, Sdo Paulo,
Delhi)

www.bucer.org

missiotop — Evangelical
Forum for Missions, Cultures
and Religions (German
Evangelical Alliance)
www.missiotop.org

Office of Intrafaith and
Interfaith Relations of the
World Evangelical Alliance

Theological Commission of
the European Evangelical
Alliance
www.europeanea.org

Theological Commission of
the World Evangelical
Alliance
www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/

UN Bonn liaison for inter-
religious concerns of WEA

WEA Sustainability Center
WWW.wea-Sc.org

World Evangelical Alliance —
Office Bonn

SOS World (Brussels)
www.sosworld.be/page-
daccueil/



https://www.ead.de/akref
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/pdf/TN-47-1-Jan-2018.pdf
http://sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
https://www.ead.de/akref

Bonner Querschnitte
Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

of Moldova (PDM) and, in particular, by oligarch Vladimir Plahotniuc. “In a situation
where the judicial system and the security forces are completely controlled by a small
group of people, ordinary people in Moldova feel absolutely powerless and unprotected
from the arbitrariness of the authorities” representatives of human rights organizations
assert. Speakers noted constant pressure on lawyers by the authorities.

In the light of human rights issues, the President of the ISHR paid special attention to the
need to fight corruption in the judicial system of Moldova, “A corrupt judge will never
rightly judge another corruptionist ... .” There is a clear link between corruption and
pressure on human rights activists in Moldova. At the end of the meeting, Thomas
Schirrmacher highly appreciated the aspiration of the Moldovan human rights activists to
give wide publicity to the facts of human rights violations in Moldova. He urged activists
to coordinate efforts as much as possible inside the country and regularly report on
violations in Moldova to European human rights institutions. He considers that there is
“a huge abyss” between how Moldova represents itself abroad and how the human
rights are observed in Moldova.

Downloads and Links:

* Photo 1, photo 7 and photo 8: In discussion with human rights defenders
© private

* Photo 2: The Schirrmachers and their host in front of the Parliament in Tiraspol
© private

* Photo 3: The Parliament in Tiraspol with the Lenin Statue in front of it © private
* Photo 4: The Lenin Statue in front of the Parliament in Tiraspol © private

* Photo 5: Bender Castle in Transnistria © private

* Photo 6: Orthodox Cathedral of Chisindu © private

* Long version of the report of Dr. Liubov Nemcinova (pdf):
https://humanrights-online.org/some-thoughts-on-the-meeting-of-the-president-
of-the-international-society-for-human-rights-with-moldovan-human-defenders-
and-the-situation-in-moldova/

* The report of Dr. Liubov Nemcinova in Russian:
https://humanrights-online.org/ru/nekotorye-razmyshleniya-o-vstreche-prez/
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