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BQ 601 – No. 37/2019

World Evangelical Alliance Associate
Secretary General visits Evangelical
Alliances in Lesotho, Eswatini, South Africa,
and Mozambique
(Bonn, 13.09.2019) The Associate Secretary General of the World Evangelical Alliance,
Thomas Schirrmacher, visited the Evangelical Alliances of Lesotho, Eswatini
(Swaziland), South Africa, as well as the emerging Evangelical Alliance in Mozambique
for one day each during a trip to the South
of Africa. He was accompanied by his
daughter, the Islamic scholar Esther
Schirrmacher.

Mozambique
In Maputo he met Pastor Luís Manuel,
who is the main pastor of the largest
evangelical church in Mozambique, the
2500-member Assembly of God church in
Maputo. Pastor Manuel also presides
over the denomination of the Assemblies
of God in the country, which includes 1.4
million believers. He also coordinates the
efforts of the ‘Evangelical Forum’ to begin
an Evangelical Alliance in the country.

Schirrmacher also learned about the
situation after Cyclone Idai and Cyclone
Kenneth, two of the strongest hurricanes
ever in this region of Africa. Coming from
Addias Ababa, Schirrmacher had been
able to observe out of the plane the
severe consequences of the cyclones in
Malawi, Zimbabwe, and Mozambique.
The international relief organization Giving Hands in Bonn, which he founded, had flown
large quantities of medicine and food by helicopter to 14 cut-off villages after the
cyclones.

Thomas Schirrmacher with the President of the
Assemblies of God in Mozambique, Pastor Luís Manuel
(right), and collaborators © BQ/Esther Schirrmacher

https://www.ead.de/akref
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/pdf/TN-47-1-Jan-2018.pdf
http://www.sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
https://www.ead.de/akref


A joint platform for the
following Bonn organi-
zations on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and
the Austrian Evangelical
Alliance
www.ead.de/akref

Culture and Science Publ.
www.vkwonline.com

Department of Theological
Concerns of World
Evangelical Alliance
www.worldevangelicals.org/
pdf/TN-47-1-Jan-2018.pdf

Giving Hands –
International Charity
www.gebende-haende.de

International Institute for
Islamic Studies (IIIS) of the
World Evangelical Alliance
www.islaminstitute.net

International Institute for
Religious Freedom (IIRF)
of the World Evangelical
Alliance (International
Headquarter, German Branch
Tübingen, EU-Office Brüssel)
www.iirf.eu

Martin Bucer Seminary
(Bonn, Linz, Zürich, Prague,
Tirana, Istanbul, São Paulo,
Delhi)
www.bucer.org

missiotop – Evangelical
Forum for Missions, Cultures
and Religions (German
Evangelical Alliance)
www.missiotop.org

Office of Intrafaith and
Interfaith Relations of the
World Evangelical Alliance

Theological Commission of
the European Evangelical
Alliance
www.europeanea.org

Theological Commission of
the World Evangelical
Alliance
www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/

UN Bonn liaison for inter-
religious concerns of WEA

WEA Sustainability Center
www.wea-sc.org

World Evangelical Alliance –
Office Bonn

SOS World (Brussels)
www.sosworld.be/page-
daccueil/

Bonner Querschnitte
Bonn Profiles – Press Reports

Bonner Querschnitte Bonn Profiles – Press Reports

Text & Technology:
Titus Vogt (ViSdP)
Vorderer Kamp 52a, D-25479 Ellerau
Phone: +49 4106 804806
Fax: +49 4106 804807
Email: Titus.Vogt@bucer.de

This text is licensed under the Creative Commons license (by-nc-sa). page 2

In mid-March Hurricane Idai hit Mozambique with full force. Even today, many districts
of Beira, a city with 500,000 inhabitants, still have to live without electricity. In addition,
the people have no fresh water. The biggest challenge at present is the spread of the
diarrhoea disease cholera. The cyclone caused more than 500 deaths, making it one of
the deadliest hurricanes ever to hit the southern hemisphere. In addition to large-scale
power cuts, torrential floods, and dangerous landslides occurred. It is estimated that over
500,000 people have lost their homes.

In addition, Schirrmacher was informed about the sluggish spread of the Bible in the
north of the country, organized by Prof. Dr. Fernando da Silva, Deputy Director of the
Religious Liberty Commission of the World Evangelical Alliance. There, many pastors
still have no Bible of their own.

Eswatini and Lesotho
In Eswatini, Schirrmacher
met with the Secretary
General of the Evangelical
Alliance (Swaziland
Conference of Churches),
Rev. Themnba Ngozo, and
several bishops and
leaders of denominations.
The Alliance is chaired by
Bishop Stephen Masilela,
bishop of the Church of
God of Prophecy and
Africa representative of its
international leadership.

In Lesotho, he met with the
Secretary General of the
Association of Churches of
the Evangelical Movement,
Rev. John Maphephe, and
its President, Bishop Dr. G. L. Lejakane, Director of the Full Gospel Church in Lesotho.

In Lesotho and Eswatini, closer cooperation was agreed between the national alliances
and the WEA, for example in peace and reconciliation work, in the fight against
HIV/AIDS, and in the fight against corruption.

In Lesotho and Eswatini, among other things, it was also a matter of preparing visits to
the respective king and prime minister.

(from left to right): Rev. Themba Ngozo, Secretary General of the
Evangelical Alliance of Eswatini, Thomas Schirrmacher, Esther
Schirrmacher © BQ/Esther Schirrmacher
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Downloads and Links:

• Photo 1 (from left to right): Rev. Themba Ngozo, Secretary General of the
Evangelical Alliance of Eswatini, Thomas Schirrmacher, Esther Schirrmacher
© BQ/Esther Schirrmacher

• Photo 2: Thomas Schirrmacher with the President of the Assemblies of God in
Mozambique, Pastor Luís Manuel (right), and a coworker © BQ/Esther
Schirrmacher

• Photo 3: At the monument of the founding king of Lesotho (from left to right):
Bischop Dr G. L. Lejakane, Rev. John Maphephe, Thomas Schirrmacher
© BQ/Esther Schirrmacher

• Photo 4: Thomas Schirrmacher and Esther Schirrmacher (right) with the
Secretary General of the Lesotho Evangelical Alliance, Rev. John Maphephe,
and Lisbeth Maqenase Maphephe © BQ/Esther Schirrmacher

• Photo 5: Thomas Schirrmacher with bishops of Eswatini © BQ/Esther
Schirrmacher

• Links on Gebende Hände Mozambique: https://gebende-haende.de/p104.html
and https://gebende-haende.de/n5605.html

• Links on Swatini: https://www.facebook.com/SwazilandConferenceOfChurches/,
http://www.swazimission.co.za/English/scc.htm, and
https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swaziland_Conference_of_Churches
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