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On the trails of the first missionaries in Hawaii

(Bonn, 07.02.2020) Christine and Thomas Schirrmacher from the leadership team of the
World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) visited the Hawaiian islands of O‘ahu and Hawaii/Big
Island on the trails of the first Christian missionaries.

“Since my work on my dissertation about Theodor Christlieb (1833—-1899) and his role
model, Rufus Anderson (1796—-1880), whose main work was a historiography of the
beginnings of the mission on Hawaii, at that time still called the Sandwich Islands, it has
been a dream of mine to
visit the places of the be-
ginnings of Christianity on
Hawaii one day,” says
Thomas Schirrmacher. Ru-
fus Anderson was director
of the American Board of
Commissioners for For-
eign Missions (ABCFM).
Schirrmacher  published
some writings by and
about him in German in
1993.

On Hawaii/Big Island, the
German visitors visited the
oldest church in Hawaii in
the coastal town of Kailua-
Kona, the Mokuaikaua
Church, built by local
Christians between 1835
and 1837, whose preceding building was built in 1820 by the first missionaries on the
Sandwich Islands.

In Honolulu, they visited the Kawaiaha‘o Church, O‘ahu, built in 1836-1842 by the first
Christians with 14,000 slabs of coral rock from an offshore reef, surfaced by divers.

The oldest church in Hawaii, on the island of aiIua-Kona, Hawaii, the
Mokuaikaua Church, from 1837, which replaced the first church of
missionaries from 1820 © BQ/Thomas Schirrmacher

They also visited the third oldest church of Hawaii, the catholic cathedral built in 1840—
1843.

The headquarters of the first Sandwich Islands Mission 1821-1863, whose three houses
were built in 1821, 1831 and 1841, are now known as the Hawaiian Mission Houses
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A joint platform for the
following Bonn organi-
zations on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Business Coalition of the World
Evangelical Alliance (Bonn,
Hamburg)

Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and the
Austrian Evangelical Alliance
www.ead.de/akref

Culture and Science Publ. (VKW)
www.vkwonline.com

Department of Theological
Concerns of the World
Evangelical Alliance

www.worldevangelicals.org/
pdf/TN-47-1-Jan-2018.pdf

Giving Hands — International
Charity
www.gebende-haende.de

International Institute for Islamic
Studies (IlIS) of the World
Evangelical Alliance
www.islaminstitute.net

International Institute for Religious
Freedom (lIRF) of the World
Evangelical Alliance (International
Headquarter, EU-Office Briissel)
www.iirf.eu

International Information Centre
for Religious Freedom Germany
e.V. (IIRF-D) (Tubingen)
www.iirf-d.de

Martin Bucer Seminary (Bonn,
Linz, Zirich, Prague, Tirana, Sdo
Paulo, Helsinki, Istanbul, Delhi)
www.bucer.org

missiotop — Evangelical Forum for
Missions, Cultures and Religions
(German Evangelical Alliance)
www.missiotop.org

Office of Intrafaith and Interfaith
Relations of the World Evangelical
Alliance

Theological Commission of the
European Evangelical Alliance
www.europeanea.org

Theological Commission of
the World Evangelical Alliance
www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/

UN Bonn liaison for inter-religious
concerns of WEA

WEA Sustainability Center
www.wea-sc.org

World Evangelical Alliance —
Office Bonn

SOS World (Brussels)
www.sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
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(Historic Site and Archives)
Museum. The journey of
the missionaries by boat
took 165  days in
1819/1820. “Most impres-
sive to me,” said Schirrma-
cher, “was the old printing
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press on which the first
Bible translation was
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Today about three quarters www.vkwonline.com
of the inhabitants of Hawaii
are Christians, roughly one
quarter are Catholics, one
quarter Evangelical Protes-
tants, one quarter other

Protestants.

Department of Theological
Concerns of the World
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Giving Hands — International
Charity
www.gebende-haende.de

International Institute for Islamic
Studies (IlIS) of the World
Evangelical Alliance
www.islaminstitute.net

Literature on Rufus Anderson and Theodor Christlieb:

* Rufus Anderson. A Heathen Nation Evangelized: History of the Sandwich Islands
Mission. Congregational Publishing Society: Boston, 1872.

International Institute for Religious
Freedom (lIRF) of the World
Evangelical Alliance (International
Headquarter, EU-Office Briissel)

www.iirf.eu

» Thomas Schirrmacher. Theodor Christlieb und seine Missionstheologie. EgfD:
Wuppertal, 1985.

» Thomas Schirrmacher (Hg.). ,Die Zeit fiir die Bekehrung der Welt ist reif“: Rufus
Anderson und die Selbsténdigkeit der Kirche als Ziel der Mission. Mit Beitrdgen
von Rufus Anderson, Theodor Christlieb, Josef Josenhans, Hermann Gundert.
VKW: Bonn, 1993 (Nachdruck 1996).

International Information Centre
for Religious Freedom Germany
e.V. (IIRF-D) (Tubingen)
www.iirf-d.de

Martin Bucer Seminary (Bonn,
Linz, Zirich, Prague, Tirana, Sdo
Paulo, Helsinki, Istanbul, Delhi)
www.bucer.org

Downloads and Links: missiotop — Evangelical Forum for
Missions, Cultures and Religions
(German Evangelical Alliance)

* Photo 1 and photo 2: The oldest church in Hawaii, on the island of Kailua-Kona,
www.missiotop.org

Hawaii, the Mokuaikaua Church, from 1837, which replaced the first church of

missionaries from 1820 © BQ/Thomas Schirrmacher Office of Intrafaith and Interfaith

Re]ations of the World Evangelical
« Photo 3: The oldest church in Honolulu, the Kawaiaha‘o Church, on O‘ahu Alliance

Island, built 1836—-1842 from coral reefs © BQ/Thomas Schirrmacher

* Photo 4: The first mission station on Honolulu, Hawaii, is now a museum © BQ/
Thomas Schirrmacher

Theological Commission of the
European Evangelical Alliance
www.europeanea.org

Theological Commission of
the World Evangelical Alliance

* Photo 5: The old printing press of the mission station on Honolulu, Hawaii © BQ/  www.woridevangelicals.org/tc/

Thomas Schirrmacher UN Bonn liaison for inter-religious

concerns of WEA

WEA Sustainability Center
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« Photo 6: Plaque in memory of the first Christian king of Hawaii © BQ/Thomas
Schirrmacher

* Wikipedia entry on the oldest church of Hawaii in Kona:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mokuaikaua_Church

» Wikipedia entry on the second oldest church of Hawaii in Honolulu:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kawaiaha'o_Church

* Wikipedia entry on the Hawaiian Mission Houses (Historic Site and Archives)
Museum: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaiian_Mission_Houses_Historic_Site
and_Archives

* Pew Research Center on Hawai:
http://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/state/hawaii/

* Wikipedia entry on Rufus Anderson:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rufus_Anderson
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