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WEA Secretary General Congratulates UN
Environment Programme to 50th Anniver-
sary, Calls UN Body “Pioneer in Engaging
Faith Groups”

(Bonn, 05.05.2022) World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) Secretary General Bishop Dr
Thomas Schirrmacher congratulated the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) to its 50th anniversary at a special celebratory event following the UN Environ-
ment Assembly in Nairobi (Kenya). Invited to speak on behalf of all faith groups, Schirr-
macher called UNEP a pi-
oneer among UN organi-
zations and entities in rec-
ognizing the importance of
people of faith in respond-
ing to global issues.

“Your willingness to invite a
representative of a major
global faith group to partic-
ipate in this Leadership Di-
alogue is an important
message in itself,” Schirr-
macher said. “Historically,
UNEP has been a pioneer
amongst UN organizations and entities in recognizing that faith, values and ethics can-
not be ignored when we are exploring causes of and seeking solutions to the pressing
crises of our times.”

Thomas Schirrmacher during his speech

“UNEP’s Faith for Earth Initiative is a success story. For members of Faith for Earth, it
has grown far beyond an ‘initiative.’ Faith for Earth is a confession by many communities
of faith that having faith means you ARE for the Earth,” he noted, and added: “Faith for
Earth embodies a realization by the United Nations that we need faith, faith communities
and faith traditions to effectively tackle the pressing issues besetting our shared Earth.
Moreover, Faith for Earth expresses a mutual commitment by faith groups and the UN
to communicate and collaborate.”

“Although | have not personally been commissioned to represent all the six billion people
in the world for whom spiritual values play an important role, | know the vast majority of
them would agree with me that UNEP’s leadership deserves our deep gratitude for
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closing the ranks with faith communities in the best interest of our common home. Look-
ing back, one can only applaud UNEP for its remarkable journey with faith communities.
May the successes of the past inform our path for the future,” Schirrmacher concluded.

Established in 1972, UNEP’s mission is to provide leadership and encourage partner-
ship in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peo-
ples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations. Last
week, the fifth UN Environment Assembly passed a resolution to end plastic pollution
and forge an international legally binding agreement by 2024 that WEA and other faith
actors advocated for.

Regarding WEA's involvement with UNEP, Schirrmacher comments that “in the very
first chapter of the Hebrew Scriptures, we are told that human beings were created in
the image of God and were given the responsibility to preserve creation. Humans do
not own creation—it was entrusted to them. Therefore, safeguarding creation is a duty
for every one of us. Regardless of our level of knowledge or expertise, we should be
contributing our abilities and efforts to ensure that our planet remains a livable, just and
peaceful home.”

Downloads and Links:

e Screenshot of Thomas Schirrmacher during his speech: https://bu-
cer.org/fileadmin/dateien/Dokumente/BQs/BQ700ff/BQ723/BQ0O723.jpg

o Thomas Schirrmacher’s statement for the UN Environment Assembly’s 50th
anniversary: https://worldea.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022-03-
04_Leadership_Dialogue-Looking-back _UNEP@50-Schirrmacher  WEA-
new.pdf

e Thomas Schirrmacher Congratulates UNEP at 50th Anniversary (YouTube
video): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTkoEsmMbNs

e Bonn Profiles 722 ‘WEA Welcomes UN Environment Assembly Resolution to
End Plastic Pollution’: https://www.bucer.de/ressource/details/bonner-
querschnitte-182022-ausgabe-722-eng.html

Bonner Querschnitte Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

Text & Technology:

Titus Vogt (ViSdP)

Vorderer Kamp 52a, 25479 Ellerau
Tel.: +49 /4106 / 80 48 06

Fax: +49 /4106 / 80 48 07

E-Mail: info@bonn-profiles.net

ch BY-NC-SA This text is licensed under the Creative Commons license (by-nc-sa).

A joint platform for the
following Bonn organizations
on the basis of the

Evangelical Alliance:

Business Coalition of the World
Evangelical Alliance (Bonn,
Hamburg)
business.worldea.org

Evangelical Missiology, Journal of
missiotop — Evangelical Forum for
Missions, Cultures and Religions
(German Evangelical Alliance)
missiotop.org

Evangelical Review of Theology
(New York, Bonn)
theology.worldea.org/evangelical-
review-of-theology

Giving Hands — International
Charity (Bonn)
gebende-haende.de

Global Theology Department of
the World Evangelical Alliance
worldea.org/what-we-do/global-
theology/

International Institute for Islamic
Studies (IlIS) (Bonn)
islaminstitute.net

International Institute for Religious
Freedom (lIRF) of the World
Evangelical Alliance (International
Headquarter, EU-Office Brissel)
iirf.eu

International Journal for Religious
Freedom (IJRF) (Bonn/Toronto)
journal.iirf.eu

Martin Bucer Seminary (Bonn,
ZUrich, Tirana, Sao Paulo,
Helsinki, Istanbul, Delhi)
bucer.org

Office of Intrafaith and Interfaith
Relations of the World Evangelical
Alliance

SOS World (Brussels)
sosworld.be/page-daccueil

Theological Commission of the
European Evangelical Alliance
europeanea.org

Theological Commission of the
World Evangelical Alliance
worldevangelicals.org/tc/

Verlag fur Kultur und Wissenschaft
(VKW) (Culture and Science Publ.)
vkwonline.com

WEA Global Issues Series (Bonn,
Manila, New York)
global-issues-series.iirf.eu

WEA Sustainability Center
wea-sc.org

World Evangelical Alliance (WEA)

Yearbook on Religious Freedom
of the Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and the
Austrian Evangelical Alliance
yearbooks.iirf.eu

page 2/2




