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WEA Publishes 175th Anniversary Reprint of

‘Goodly Fellowship’

A Centenary Tribute to the Life and Work of the World’s
Evangelical Alliance 1846-1946
(Bonn, 11.11.2022) The World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) published a Jubilee Reprint

of ‘Goodly Fellowship: A Centenary Tribute to the Life and Work of the World’s Evan-
gelical Alliance 1846—1946° by John W. Ewing, as the WEA celebrates its 175th an-

niversary. The 150-page book that is
available to download as free PDF con-
tains intriguing tales of the early years
of the WEA; stories of national and in-
ternational endeavors of evangelicals
seeking to unite and make a difference
in various countries and context; and
invaluable historic photos from the mid-
dle of the 19th to the middle of the 20th
century.

In his Introductory Note, long-time
member of the WEA International
Council John Langlois describes the
beginnings of the WEA:

“In August 1846, in central London
4,000 people attended that momentous
event, with 15,000 unable to gain ad-
mittance. [...] It was then and there that
800 evangelical leaders from eleven
countries representing fifty-two Chris-
tian denominations resolved to estab-
lish the WEA. They described it as a
new thing in Church history—a definite
organization for the expression of unity
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John W. Ewing

Goodly Fellowship

A Centenary Tribute

to the Life and Work of the
World’s Evangelical Alliance Jubilee Reprint
1846-1946 of the 1946 Edition
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amongst Christian individuals belonging to different churches. Building on the momen-
tum of the Great Awakenings and with a desire to respond to some of the grave social
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A joint platform for the
following Bonn organizations
on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Business Coalition of the World
Evangelical Alliance (Bonn,
Hamburg)
business.worldea.org

Evangelical Missiology, Journal of
missiotop — Evangelical Forum for
Missions, Cultures and Religions
(German Evangelical Alliance)
missiotop.org

Evangelical Review of Theology
(New York, Bonn)
theology.worldea.org/evangelical-
review-of-theology

Giving Hands — International
Charity (Bonn)
gebende-haende.de

Global Theology Department of
the WorldEvangelical Alliance
worldea.org/what-we-do/global-
theology/

International Institute for Islamic
Studies (llIS) (Bonn)
islaminstitute.net

International Institute for Religious
Freedom (IIRF) of the World
Evangelical Alliance (International
Headquarter, EU-Office Brissel)
iirf.global

International Journal for Religious
Freedom (IJRF) (Bonn/Toronto)
ijrf.org

Martin Bucer Seminary (Bonn,
Zirich, Tirana, Sao Paulo,
Helsinki, Istanbul, Delhi)
bucer.org

Office of Intrafaith and Interfaith
Relations of the World Evangelical
Alliance

SOS World (Brussels)
sosworld.be/page-daccueil

Theological Commission of the
European Evangelical Alliance
europeanea.org

Theological Commission ofthe
World Evangelical Alliance
worldevangelicals.org/tc/

Verlag flir Kultur und Wissenschaft
(VKW) (Culture and Science Publ.)
vkwonline.com

WEA Global Issues Series (Bonn,
Manila, New York)
global-issues-series.iirf.eu

WEA Sustainability Center
wea-sc.org

World Evangelical Alliance (WEA)

Yearbook on Religious Freedom
of the Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and the
Austrian Evangelical Alliance
iirf.global/jahrbuch/
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issues in society, they came together from all backgrounds of evangelicalism at that
time.

The past 175 years have proved to be momentous in many ways. Dr. J. W. Ewing’s
history of the first hundred years gives a vivid account of the enthusiasm and innova-
tion of our predecessors, which was reflected in society generally, with the introduction
of railways, steam powered ships and underwater telephone cables, transforming the
world into a global village. For evangelical Christians it meant taking the good news of
the Gospel to the ends of the Earth.

| hope you are as fascinated as | was when | read Dr. Ewing’s account of our illustri-
ous predecessors in the pages which follow. Today we stand on the shoulders of gi-
ants as we seek to further the Kingdom of God in our own very different generation.”

Referencing the 175th anniversary press release, Bishop Dr. Thomas Schirrmacher,
Secretary General of the WEA, is quoted in the book as saying:

“The WEA continues to be a testimony for the fact that amid the incredible diversity,
evangelicals be united together as one. In 1846, the churches came from the whole
spectrum of the Protestant
faith. from Reformation
times, such as Anglicans,
Lutherans, Reformed and
Anabaptists; from the fol-
lowing centuries, such as
Baptists, Methodists and
later the Salvation Army;
and today it also includes

many newer churches
formed in the 20th cen-
tury, such as Pente-

costals, Charismatics and
Independents.
Goodly Fellowship contains many historical photographs, including the

above picture titled “The New York (U.S.A.) Conference 1873: Group on the
steps of the Capitol, Washington”.

Also considering the fact
that each national Evan-
gelical Alliance and each
regional Alliance has its
own unique history, and that evangelicals come from hundreds of ethnic groups and
speak around 1,000 languages, the WEA is as colorful as never before. And this is
something we would like to recognize through this Jubilee.

From the beginning, the WEA was established to foster unity with a purpose and mis-
sion. It has promoted the annual week of prayer for unity that is still observed in sev-
eral countries to this day; it has encouraged the sharing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ;
it has advocated for religious freedom for people of all faith—which made the WEA the
first global faith body to do so; and it has responded to social issues, such as slavery
and child labor.
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Since then, the WEA has grown to a truly global organization with national Evangelical
Alliances established in more than 143 countries on all continents. The WEA has now
become the second largest world Church body that speaks as a representative voice
on behalf of evangelicals at the United Nations, to governments and media, contribut-
ing an evangelical perspective on issues that are relevant to the Church globally. And
it remains engaged in many of the same areas, including prayer, mission and a range
of human rights and social justice issues, all based on the foundation in Scripture.

As a global network that has its roots in the local churches in the neighborhoods, we
continue to hold on to the central role of Jesus Christ as our personal savior, the Bible
as our supreme constitution and the goal to transform the world by preaching and
practicing the ‘evangel’, the gospel.”
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