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Dr. Prince Guneratnam — a global church
leader from Malaysia

(Bonn, 19.12.2022) The following obituary was written by Thomas Schirrmacher, Gen-
eral Secretary of the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA), on his return from a visit to
the board of the National Evangelical
Christian Fellowship of Malaysia on No-
vember 30, 2022:

With the passing of Dr. Prince Gunerat-
nam, | lost a respected friend and a se-
nior role model, from whom | learned a
lot about leadership as much as about
Asia and about preaching the gospel
boldly under severe restrictions. We
could talk for hours about the future of
God’s church. He facilitated immense
growth of his congregation and his de-
nomination in Malaysia, earning the re-
spect of the leaders of a Muslim coun-
try that generally places restrictions on
dedicated Christians.

We were together at an unusual set of
places around this world: praying at the
border between South and North Ko-
rea, planning world evangelism on Jeju
Volcanic Island in Korea, speaking up
for human rights at the Cardinal’'s
palace in Cuba, meeting Muslim lead-
ers in Abu Dhabi, visiting the Russian
Orthodox headquarters in Moscow, vis-
iting Pope Francis, or celebrating the
70th birthday of the World Council of Churches in Bossey, to name just a few exam-
ples. Prince represented the body of Christ and the center of his life, Jesus Christ, in a
humble yet honest and sincere way, providing a model to all.

Dr. Prince Guneratnam in Geneva © private

Prince began his pastoral work in 1966. For most of his career, he was senior pastor
of Calvary Church, a visionary and missional church in Kuala Lumpur. The church now
meets at the huge and futuristic Calvary Convention Centre in Kuala Lumpur, which
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A joint platform for the
following Bonn organizations
on the basis of the
Evangelical Alliance:

Business Coalition of the World
Evangelical Alliance (Bonn,
Hamburg)
business.worldea.org

Evangelical Missiology, Journal of
missiotop — Evangelical Forum for
Missions, Cultures and Religions
(German Evangelical Alliance)
missiotop.org

Evangelical Review of Theology
(New York, Bonn)
theology.worldea.org/evangelical-
review-of-theology

Giving Hands — International
Charity (Bonn)
gebende-haende.de

Global Theology Department of
the WorldEvangelical Alliance
worldea.org/what-we-do/global-
theology/

International Institute for Islamic
Studies (IlIS) (Bonn)
islaminstitute.net

International Institute for Religious
Freedom (IIRF) of the World
Evangelical Alliance (International
Headquarter, EU-Office Brissel)
iirf.global

International Journal for Religious
Freedom (IJRF) (Bonn/Toronto)
ijrf.org

Martin Bucer Seminary (Bonn,
ZUrich, Tirana, Sao Paulo,
Helsinki, Istanbul, Delhi)
bucer.org

Office of Intrafaith and Interfaith
Relations of the World Evangelical
Alliance

SOS World (Brussels)
sosworld.be/page-daccueil

Theological Commission of the
European Evangelical Alliance
europeanea.org

Theological Commission ofthe
World Evangelical Alliance
worldevangelicals.org/tc/

Verlag flir Kultur und Wissenschaft
(VKW) (Culture and Science Publ.)
vkwonline.com

WEA Global Issues Series (Bonn,
Manila, New York)
global-issues-series.iirf.eu

WEA Sustainability Center
wea-sc.org

World Evangelical Alliance (WEA)

Yearbook on Religious Freedom
of the Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and the
Austrian Evangelical Alliance
iirf.global/jahrbuch/
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was built and opened in
2013 under his leadership.
He served as the first
General Superintendent of
the Assemblies of God of
Malaysia from 1974 to
2000.

Prince served in various
key leadership positions
among the larger Christian
body of Evangelicals,
Charismatics, and Pente-
costals both nationally and
internationally. He was
chairman of the National
Evangelical Christian Fel-
lowship of Malaysia, the
Malaysian member body

Thomas Schirrmacher and Prince Guneratnam together on the Northern
Korean side of the UN line in 2017 © private

of the World Evangelical Alliance, for twelve years (1994—-2006) and chairman of the
Christian Federation of Malaysia for four years (2001-2005). From 2010 to 2019, he
was chairman of the Pentecostal World Fellowship. He also was a board member of
Church Growth International, member of the Global Christian Forum and a cabinet

member of Empowered21.

He had a strong pulpit ministry at home as well as around the whole globe. As a gifted
evangelist, he led multitudes to Christ all over the world. He founded, established and
instituted a number of humanitarian ministries.

Prince received three honorary scholastic awards: Doctor of Divinity in 1980, Doctor of
Litterarium in 1984, and Doctor of Laws in 2000. In recognition of his meritorious ser-

vices, he received two
prestigious awards from
the King of Malaysia:
“Panglima Jasa Negara”
(Order of Distinguished
Service), which carries the
titte of “Datuk,” in 1999
and “Panglima  Setia
Mahkota” (Commander of
the Order of Loyalty to the
Crown), which carries the
title of “Tan Sri,” in 2008.

He was plenary speaker at
the first-ever Global Chris-
tian Forum (GCF), at Li-

& \ e

The Global Christian Forum Committee in Cuba 2017 © private
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muru, Kenya, in 2007. Thereafter he was a giant of the GCF, among other things lead- 'f‘\{'loint_ P'agOFm for the ’
ing the Pentecostal World Fellowship into the GCF as the forth “pillar’ alongside the o‘:, ;’,f;",;gsi;”;';t‘:,?a“'za ons

Vatican, the World Council of Churches and the World Evangelical Alliance. In Febru-  Evangelical Alliance:
ary 2019, he hosted the annual meeting of the GCF Committee at his church. It be-  Business Coalition of the World
came his legacy to the GCF, as the global church remembers well. Evangelical Alliance (Bonn,

Hamburg)
business.worldea.org

Evangelical Missiology, Journal of
missiotop — Evangelical Forum for
Missions, Cultures and Religions

Downloads and Links: (German Evangelical Alliance)
missiotop.org
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