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BQ 781 – No. 04/2024 
Bishop Schirrmacher congratulates Cardinal 
Czerny 
The Secretary General of the World Evangelical Alliance 
congratulates Cardinal Michael F. Czerny SJ on receiving 
the Klaus Hemmerle Prize 
(Bonn, 12.03.2024) The head of the Vatican Development Agency, Cardinal Michael 
Czerny, was honoured with the Klaus Hemmerle Prize 2024 awarded by the ecumenical 
Focolare Movement in Aachen on 26 January. The General Secretary of the World Ev-
angelical Alliance (WEA), 
Bishop Thomas Schirr-
macher, was among the 
first to congratulate him. 

Czerny used his speech to 
urgently call for change in 
society and politics. He 
called on the Church to 
never tire of making its 
contribution, “in the know-
ledge that integral devel-
opment is the path to the 
good that the human family 
is called to take”. 

Born in 1946 in what was 
then Czechoslovakia, Mi-
chael Czerny grew up in 
Canada and joined the 
Jesuit order at the age of 18. After being ordained a priest in 1973, he was director of 
the Institute for Human Rights in San Salvador and founded the Jesuit African Aids 
Network. Pope Francis ordained him bishop in 2019 and appointed him to the College 
of Cardinals. Czerny has headed the Vatican Development Agency since 2022. He be-
came known as a Vatican migration expert who constantly called for a more open mi-
gration policy in the EU and more commitment against human trafficking and exploita-
tion. 
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In a moving speech, Mi-
chael Czerny referred to 
his maternal ancestors, 
who were Jewish converts 
to Catholicism, which is 
why his grandmother died 
in Auschwitz while his 
mother survived intern-
ment in Theresienstadt. 

Bishop Schirrmacher had 
already met with the Cardi-
nal beforehand and was 
one of the first to congratu-
late him. Among the well-
wishers was the Papal 
Nuncio for Germany, Arch-
bishop Dr. Nikola Eterović, who has held the post since 2013. He has known Schirr-
macher for a long time from his time as Secretary General of the Vatican Synod of 
Bishops. 

The prize, awarded for the eleventh time, honours the former Bishop of Aachen, Klaus 
Hemmerle (1929–1994). According to the Focolare Movement, it honours “personalities 
who promote dialogue between churches, religions and world views as bridge builders”. 
The unendowed award is presented every two years. Past recipients of the award in-
clude Patriarch Bartholomew I, Rabbi Henry G. Brandt and Archbishop Anastasios Yan-
noulatos. 
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