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BQ 819 – No. 42/2024 
10 years of the “Perlenschatz” women’s 
shelter 
Christine Schirrmacher spoke about the work for women 
in need on the occasion of the 10th anniversary 
(Bonn, 23.12.2024) On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the “Perlenschatz” 
women’s shelter, the ambassador of “Perlenschatz”, Bonn-based Islamic scholar Prof. 
Dr. Christine Schirrmacher, spoke to around 200 guests in Giessen. She explained the 
particular challenges faced 
by women from patriarchal 
societies who flee from 
early and forced marri-
ages, violence, honor 
killings or the threat of child 
abduction to the “Perlen-
schatz” women’s shelter. 

According to the ambas-
sador, the “Federal Do-
mestic Violence Report” 
recorded over 256,000 
cases in 2023 in Germany 
– i.e. over a quarter of a 
million victims – of which 
around 70 % were female. 
According to the Federal 
Criminal Police Office, the 
number of victims of do-
mestic violence rose by 6.5 % in 2023. Of course, this does not yet include the number 
of unreported cases. According to Schirrmacher, a rough estimate of the number of 
honor killings in Germany per year is around 50 cases – but here, too, there is a high 
number of unreported cases. The women’s shelter “Perlenschatz” tries to counter this 
need and support those seeking help in a variety of ways, said Schirrmacher. 

Numerous victims had their say at the ceremony. They described their desperate 
situation, but also their great gratitude for having found comprehensive help with court 
cases, dealing with the authorities or childcare at “Perlenschatz”. Anette Bauscher is 
the founder and director of the work. 

Christine Schirrmacher während ihres Referats beim 10-jährigen Jubiläum 
von „Perlenschatz“ © Perlenschatz 
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Downloads and Links: 

• Photo 1 and photo 2: Christine Schirrmacher during her presentation at the 
10th anniversary of “Perlenschatz” © Perlenschatz 

• Photo 3: During the event © Perlenschatz 
• Statistics on domestic violence in Germany: 

https://www.bka.de/DE/Presse/Listenseite_Pressemitteilungen/2024/Presse20
24/240607_PM_BLB_Haeusliche_Gewalt.html 

• Statistics on honor killings in Germany: https://ehrenmord.de/faq/wieviele.php 
1. Review of the anniversary celebrations: https://bonner-querschnitte.de/wp-

content/uploads/2024/12/IB42.pdf  
• Website of „Perlenschatz“: https://perlenschatz.info 
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