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BQ 821 – No. 01/2025 
Is political Islam a challenge for Europe’s 
security? 
Christine Schirrmacher speaks about the manifestations 
of Islamism 
(Bonn, 06.01.2025) On the occasion of International Women’s Day, the Islamic scholar 
Prof. Dr. Christine Schirrmacher gave a lecture on the topic: “Political Islam: A challenge 
for security in Europe?” Schirrmacher spoke to around 40 guests about the various 
manifestations of Islamism. The event was part of the Franco-German Strategic 
Dialogue series and was 
organized by the Bonn-
based institutions Center 
for Advanced Security, 
Strategic and Integration 
Studies (CASSIS), Institut 
Français and the Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation for 
Freedom. 

The welcoming address 
was given by Iris B. Müller, 
advisor to the NRW regio-
nal office of the Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation for Freedom. The three speakers then gave short introductory 
talks: Prof. Dr. Christine Schirrmacher, Professor of Islamic Studies at the Universities 
of Bonn and Leuven/Belgium, Dr. Stefanie Winkler, Postdoctoral Researcher at the 
Institute of Economic History and International Relations at Stockholm University, and 
Christiane Heidbrink, Research Associate at the Center for Global Studies at the 
University of Bonn. 

A discussion between the speakers, which was moderated by Alexander Weyers-
häuser, Chairman of the Bonn University Group for Foreign and Security Policy, was 
followed by a debate with a very interested audience. 

Christine Schirrmacher explained the activities of Islamist groups and their goals, which 
always aim to abolish liberal democracy, regardless of their choice of means. While 
some groups pursue this goal by propagating or even using violence—these include 
jihadist groups such as the so-called “Islamic State” (IS) in particular—other groups 

https://business.worldea.org/
http://www.missiotop.org/
https://theology.worldea.org/evangelical-review-of-theology/
https://theology.worldea.org/evangelical-review-of-theology/
http://www.gebende-haende.de/
https://www.islaminstitut.de/
http://www.islaminstitute.net/
https://www.iirf.global/
https://ijrf.org/
https://ishr.org/
http://journal.islaminstitute.net/
http://www.bucer.org/
http://www.sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
http://www.europeanea.org/
http://www.vkwonline.com/
https://theology.worldea.org/global-issues/
https://theology.worldea.org/global-issues/
https://theology.worldea.org/world-of-theology/
https://theology.worldea.org/world-of-theology/
http://www.wea-sc.org/
https://iirf.global/jahrbuch/
https://bonn-profiles.net/
mailto:info@bonn-profiles.net


A joint platform for the 
following Bonn organizations 
on the basis of the 
Evangelical Alliance: 

Bonn Abrahamic Center for Global 
Justice, Peace and Sustainability 

Business Coalition of the World 
Evangelical Alliance (Bonn, Ham-
burg) business.worldea.org 

Evangelical Missiology, Journal of 
missiotop – Evangelical Forum for 
Missions, Cultures and Religions 
(German Evangelical Alliance) 
missiotop.org 

Evangelical Review of Theology 
(New York, Bonn) 
theology.worldea.org/evangelical-
review-of-theology 

Giving Hands – International Cha-
rity (Bonn) gebende-haende.de 

Institut für Islamfragen der 
Deutschen, Schweizer und 
Österreichischen Allianz (IfI) 
islaminstitut.de 
International Institute for Islamic 
Studies (IIIS) (Bonn) 
islaminstitute.net 

International Institute for Religious 
Freedom (IIRF) (Bonn, Vancouver, 
San José – Costa Rica) iirf.global 

International Journal for Religious 
Freedom (IJRF) (Bonn/Toronto) 
ijrf.org 

International Secretariat of the 
International Society for Human 
Rights (ISHR) ishr.org 

Islam and Christianity 
journal.islaminstitute.net 

Martin Bucer Seminary (Bonn, 
Zürich, Tirana, São Paulo, Helsin-
ki, Istanbul, Delhi) bucer.org 

SOS World (Brussels) 
sosworld.be/page-daccueil 

Theological Commission of the 
European Evangelical Alliance 
europeanea.org 
Verlag für Kultur und Wissenschaft 
(VKW) (Culture and Science Publ.) 
vkwonline.com 

WEA book series: Global Issues 
Series / World of Theology Series  
theology.worldea.org/global-
issues 
theology.worldea.org/world-of-
theology 

WEA Sustainability Center 
wea-sc.org 

Yearbook on Religious Freedom 
of the Commission for Religious 
Freedom of the German and the 
Austrian Evangelical Alliance 
yearbooks.iirf.eu 

 This text is licensed under the Creative Commons license (by-nc-sa). page 2/2 

Bonner Querschnitte 
Bonn Profiles – Press Reports 

Bonner Querschnitte Bonn Profiles – Press Reports 
 
Text & Technology:  
Titus Vogt (ViSdP) 
Vorderer Kamp 52a, 25479 Ellerau  
Tel.: +49 / 4106 / 80 48 06  
Fax: +49 / 4106 / 80 48 07  
E-Mail: info@bonn-profiles.net 

 
 

pursue their goals by “peaceful” means, for example 
by proselytizing via the internet, via mosque 
networks or through political lobbying in influential 
positions in (local) politics or civil society. Democracy 
is only ever used to ultimately abolish democracy. 

 

 

Downloads and Links: 

• Photo 1: Prof. Dr. Christine Schirrmacher 
© ETF, Leuven 

• Photo 2: Invitation to the event 
• Photo 3: The program of the event 
• Event report by the Federal Association for Security Policy at Universities: 

https://www.sicherheitspolitik.de/aktuelles/detailansicht/default-
35b77758ac6ea2eae73a7904b0254e56  

• International Women’s Day: The role of women in wars and conflicts: 
https://www.cassis.uni-bonn.de/de/veranstaltungen/kommende-
veranstaltungen/08-maerz 

Prof. Dr. Christine Schirrmacher © ETF 
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