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Archbishop Schirrmacher visits the
Protestant parish mission “The Blessing
Church” for the New Year’s reception

Press release by the Blessing Gospel Mission Church
(Monchengladbach)

(Bonn, 14.04.2025) Archbishop Thomas Paul Schirrmacher visited the International

Ecumenical New Year’s Festival of the “Blessing Gospel Mission Church e. V.”,

also

known as “The Blessing Church”, which belongs to his diocese, in Monchengladbach
on January 11, 2025. Schirrmacher is Metropolitan of the Archdiocese of Continental

Europe of the India Mis-
sion Church, a conserva-
tive Anglican church in In-
dia, and thus belongs to
the GAFCON Anglican
Bishops Council of India.

Superintendent Pastor
Dietrich Denker (patron of
the Blessing Church) and
Bishop Michael Chan-
drathas (co-founder of the
Blessing Church) wel-
comed the festive congre-
gation on behalf of their
working group “Gemein-
sam Interkulturell Voran” in
the imposing, historic pre-
mises of the Protestant

Archbishop Thomas Schirrmacher, Metropolitan of the Archdiocese of India
Christian Mission for Continental Europe, speaks on the topic “World peace
begins in small circles” © BQ/Martin Warnecke

Friedenskirche in the Eicken district, which was built in 1885. Deaconess Esther
Salmingkeit-Winkens, parish priest Antje Brand and pastor Till Hittenberger took part
in the event as representatives of the Friedenskirche.

In his speech entitled “World peace begins in small circles”, Archbishop Schirrmacher
addressed the importance of differences, dealing with prejudice and the path to recon-
ciliation. With his urgent appeal that Christian repentance always includes turning away
from evil and condemning thoughts about members of other groups, he called for peace
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to be lived in everyday life. According to Schirrmacher, Jesus rightly condemned the
derogatory statement “| thank you that | am not like the others” as incompatible with his
message.

Afterwards, Archbishop Schirrmacher, together with his suffragan Metropolitan Michael
Chandrathas and Superintendent Pastor Dietrich Denker, blessed the newly married
Indian couple Yedla, who are starting a new chapter in their lives together in Germany.

The New Year's reception, conceived by Bishop Michael Chandrathas in close cooper-
ation with Mr. Wolfgang Riehn, Managing Director of the AGORA socio-cultural institu-
tion and advisor to the
Blessing Church, reflected
the religious, cultural and
social diversity of the city of
Moénchengladbach in an
outstanding way. “We want
to work tirelessly for the
good of the city,” empha-
sized Bishop Chandrathas
to the Lord Mayor Felix
Heinrichs, who was pre-
sent.

Numerous members of in-
ternational congregations
and representatives of va-
rious churches and deno-
minations accepted the in-
vitation from Blessing
Church—including Archpriest Aleksejs Ribakov (Russian Orthodox Church), Priest
Alexander Teschmit (New Apostolic Church West Germany), Abdoulaye Sadio Barry
(software developer and presidential candidate of the West African state of Guinea) and
the Romanian entrepreneur Lucian Mustata, CEO of Heartbeats International.

(from left) Police officer Wolfgang Réthgens, Archbishop Thomas Schirr-
macher, Superintendent Dietrich Denker and Lord Mayor Felix Heinrichs ©
BQ/Martin Warnecke

Members of the German Bundestag Giilistan Yiksel and Dr. Ginter Krings, Lord Mayor
Felix Heinrichs, Mayor Hajo Siemes and Honorary Lord Mayor Monika Bartsch (repre-
senting the Mdnchengladbacher Tafel) also paid tribute to the beneficial work of the
international communities. Member of the German Bundestag Dr. Giinter Krings (CDU)
had written a greeting in which he emphasized the inestimable value of international
community work. As he was unable to attend in person, his greeting was read out by
the Chairman of the Evangelical Working Group of the CDU Mdnchengladbach, Dr.
Herbert Loock. Archbishop Schirrmacher also ceremoniously presented the certificate
of appointment to Professor Dr. Glinter Krings as patron of the Blessing Church.

Bonner Querschnitte Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

Text & Technology:

Titus Vogt (ViSdP)

Vorderer Kamp 52a, 25479 Ellerau
Tel.: +49 /4106 / 80 48 06

Fax: +49 /4106 / 80 48 07

E-Mail: info@bonn-profiles.net

A joint platform for the
following Bonn organizations
on the basis of the

Evangelical Alliance:

Bonn Abrahamic Center for Global
Justice, Peace and Sustainability

Business Coalition of the World
Evangelical Alliance (Bonn, Ham-
burg) business.worldea.org

Evangelical Missiology, Journal of
missiotop — Evangelical Forum for
Missions, Cultures and Religions
(German Evangelical Alliance)
missiotop.org

Evangelical Review of Theology
(New York, Bonn)
theology.worldea.org/evangelical-
review-of-theology

Giving Hands — International Cha-
rity (Bonn) gebende-haende.de

Institut fir Islamfragen der
Deutschen, Schweizer und
Osterreichischen Allianz (Ifl)
islaminstitut.de

International Institute for Islamic
Studies (l1IS) (Bonn)
islaminstitute.net

International Institute for Religious
Freedom (IIRF) (Bonn, Vancouver,
San José — Costa Rica) iirf.global

International Journal for Religious
Freedom (IJRF) (Bonn/Toronto)
ijrf.org

International Secretariat of the
International Society for Human
Rights (ISHR) ishr.org

Islam and Christianity
journal.islaminstitute.net

Martin Bucer Seminary (Bonn,
Zirich, Tirana, Sao Paulo, Helsin-
ki, Istanbul, Delhi) bucer.org

SOS World (Brussels)
sosworld.be/page-daccueil

Theological Commission of the
European Evangelical Alliance
europeanea.org

Verlag fur Kulturund Wissenschaft
(VKW) (Culture and Science Publ.)
vkwonline.com

WEA book series: Global Issues
Series / World of Theology Series
theology.worldea.org/global-
issues
theology.worldea.org/world-of-
theology

WEA Sustainability Center
wea-sc.org

Yearbook on Religious Freedom
of the Commission for Religious
Freedom of the German and the
Austrian Evangelical Alliance
yearbooks.iirf.eu

ch BY-NC-SA This text is licensed under the Creative Commons license (by-nc-sa).


https://business.worldea.org/
http://www.missiotop.org/
https://theology.worldea.org/evangelical-review-of-theology/
https://theology.worldea.org/evangelical-review-of-theology/
http://www.gebende-haende.de/
https://www.islaminstitut.de/
http://www.islaminstitute.net/
https://www.iirf.global/
https://ijrf.org/
https://ishr.org/
http://journal.islaminstitute.net/
http://www.bucer.org/
http://www.sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
http://www.europeanea.org/
http://www.vkwonline.com/
https://theology.worldea.org/global-issues/
https://theology.worldea.org/global-issues/
https://theology.worldea.org/world-of-theology/
https://theology.worldea.org/world-of-theology/
http://www.wea-sc.org/
http://yearbooks.iirf.eu/
mailto:info@bonn-profiles.net

Bonner Querschnitte
Bonn Profiles — Press Reports

The well-attended, even-
ing-long event was an ex-
pression of the colorful di-
versity of Christian life in
Moénchengladbach. In ad-
dition to the program items
mentioned above, the cler-
gyman Wolfgang Ro&th-
gens was honored for his
45 years of service with the
Moénchengladbach police.
An international choir de-
lighted the audience with
atmospheric gospel songs,
the world-famous clown
Antoschka — Queen of
Clowns provided amuse-
ment with acrobatic perfor-

mances, a Ukrainian string quartet interpreted works by Vivaldi, and a collection of 600

(from left) Bishop Chandrathas, Superintendent Denker, Archbishop
Schirrmacher and Reverend Dr. Ji-Ung Jeremy Lim © BQ/Martin Warnecke

euros was donated to the Mdnchengladbach food bank.

The crowning finale of the New Year celebrations was the prayer for peace, spoken by
Archpriest Aleksejs Ribakov and members of the committee of the “Together Intercul-

turally Forward” working group:

e Bishop Dr. Martin Ndongala, originally Congo (MIRS congregation Bochum),
e Pastor Yoram Karusya, originally from Tanzania (United Evangelical Mission),
e Reverend Dr. Ji-Ung Jeremy Lim, originally from Korea (World Evangelical Al-

liance),

e Pastor Chon Pak, originally from Korea (FOKUS Church).

The participation of committee member Evangelist Timo Bauke Jansen (Christmas in a
Shoebox), originally from the Netherlands, who traveled all the way from Libeck with

his family, remains particularly impressive.

Downloads and links:

¢ Photo 1: Archbishop Thomas Schirrmacher, Metropolitan of the Archdiocese
of India Christian Mission for Continental Europe, speaks on the topic “World
peace begins in small circles” © BQ/Martin Warnecke

e Photo 2 (from left): Police officer Wolfgang Rothgens, Archbishop Thomas

Schirrmacher, Superintendent Dietrich Denker and Lord Mayor Felix Heinrichs

© BQ/Martin Warnecke
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