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BQ 859 – No. 39/2025 
Audience of the India Christian Mission 
Church with Mönchengladbach’s Lord 
Mayor 
(Bonn, 25.06.2025) The bishops of The Blessing Church in Mönchengladbach, part of 
the archdiocese of the India Christian Mission Church for Continental Europe, were 
honored to be welcomed to an audience with Lord Mayor Felix Wolfgang Heinrichs in 
the venerable building of Mönchengladbach City Hall. The Metropolitan Archbishop 
Thomas Paul Schirrmacher, his deputy Bishop Michael Chandrathas, the latter’s father 
and Honorary Bishop 
Antony Chandrathas as 
well as the founder of the 
largest Tamil-speaking 
Pentecostal movement, 
Archbishop Dr. G. A. 
Antony (Great Britain) with 
his wife, the evangelist Dr. 
Mala Antony (both origi-
nally from Sri Lanka, now 
in global leadership roles in 
London), and other family 
members took part. The 
Superintendent of the 
Gladbach-Neuss church 
district, Rev. Dietrich Den-
ker, also an honorary 
bishop of the archdiocese, 
who had arranged the 
audience, was unfortu-
nately traveling abroad.  

Schirrmacher paid tribute to the political work of the city leader and particularly 
emphasized his exemplary openness to cultural and religious diversity, which had also 
led to Mönchengladbach becoming more or less the center of Tamil-speaking Christians 
from all over continental Europe. The attending clergymen expressed their sincere 
gratitude for the coexistence and the benevolent attitude of the city leadership. 

During the audience, the certificate of appointment as Honorary Archbishop of the 
Archdiocese of India Christian Mission for Continental Europe was also ceremoniously 

Schirrmacher awards Bishop Michael Chandrathas the Order of Knighthood 
on behalf of His Royal Highness Prince Gharios of Ghassan © Livia Jebamani 

https://business.worldea.org/
http://www.missiotop.org/
https://theology.worldea.org/evangelical-review-of-theology/
https://theology.worldea.org/evangelical-review-of-theology/
http://www.gebende-haende.de/
https://www.islaminstitut.de/
http://www.islaminstitute.net/
https://www.iirf.global/
https://ijrf.org/
https://ishr.org/
http://journal.islaminstitute.net/
http://www.bucer.org/
http://www.sosworld.be/page-daccueil/
http://www.europeanea.org/
http://www.vkwonline.com/
https://theology.worldea.org/global-issues/
https://theology.worldea.org/global-issues/
https://theology.worldea.org/world-of-theology/
https://theology.worldea.org/world-of-theology/
http://www.wea-sc.org/
https://iirf.global/jahrbuch/
https://bonn-profiles.net/
mailto:info@bonn-profiles.net


A joint platform for the 
following Bonn organizations 
on the basis of the 
Evangelical Alliance: 

Bonn Abrahamic Center for Global 
Justice, Peace and Sustainability 

Business Coalition of the World 
Evangelical Alliance (Bonn, Ham-
burg) business.worldea.org 

Evangelical Missiology, Journal of 
missiotop – Evangelical Forum for 
Missions, Cultures and Religions 
(German Evangelical Alliance) 
missiotop.org 

Evangelical Review of Theology 
(New York, Bonn) 
theology.worldea.org/evangelical-
review-of-theology 

Giving Hands – International Cha-
rity (Bonn) gebende-haende.de 

Institut für Islamfragen der 
Deutschen, Schweizer und 
Österreichischen Allianz (IfI) 
islaminstitut.de 
International Institute for Islamic 
Studies (IIIS) (Bonn) 
islaminstitute.net 

International Institute for Religious 
Freedom (IIRF) (Bonn, Vancouver, 
San José – Costa Rica) iirf.global 

International Journal for Religious 
Freedom (IJRF) (Bonn/Toronto) 
ijrf.org 

International Secretariat of the 
International Society for Human 
Rights (ISHR) ishr.org 

Islam and Christianity 
journal.islaminstitute.net 

Martin Bucer Seminary (Bonn, 
Zürich, Tirana, São Paulo, Helsin-
ki, Istanbul, Delhi) bucer.org 

SOS World (Brussels) 
sosworld.be/page-daccueil 

Theological Commission of the 
European Evangelical Alliance 
europeanea.org 
Verlag für Kultur und Wissenschaft 
(VKW) (Culture and Science Publ.) 
vkwonline.com 

WEA book series: Global Issues 
Series / World of Theology Series  
theology.worldea.org/global-
issues 
theology.worldea.org/world-of-
theology 

WEA Sustainability Center 
wea-sc.org 

Yearbook on Religious Freedom 
of the Commission for Religious 
Freedom of the German and the 
Austrian Evangelical Alliance 
yearbooks.iirf.eu 

 This text is licensed under the Creative Commons license (by-nc-sa). page 2/3 

Bonner Querschnitte 
Bonn Profiles – Press Reports 

Bonner Querschnitte Bonn Profiles – Press Reports 
 
Text & Technology:  
Titus Vogt (ViSdP) 
Vorderer Kamp 52a, 25479 Ellerau  
Tel.: +49 / 4106 / 80 48 06  
Fax: +49 / 4106 / 80 48 07  
E-Mail: info@bonn-profiles.net 

 
 

presented to Archbishop Dr. G. A. Antony by Archbishop Schirrmacher. The certificate 
of appointment was officially authenticated by the Superintendent of the Gladbach-
Neuss church district. 

This was followed by an knight’s award ceremony in Mönchengladbach town hall: On 
behalf of the Christian Arab Royal House of Ghassanids, the Imperial and Royal House 
of Ghassan, and His Royal Highness Prince Gharios El Chemor of Ghassan Al-Nu’man 
VIII—who are officially recognized by the government of the Lebanese Republic as the 
successors of the last kings ruling in Lebanon—Bishop Michael Chandrathas was 
knighted and awarded the title of Knight Commander of The Equestrian Order of Saint 
Sergius by Archbishop Thomas Schirrmacher as Protestant Chaplain of the Royal 
House in the presence of the Lord Mayor. The knightly orders of the Imperial and Royal 
House of Ghassan go back historically far before the time of the Crusades. 

The text of the accompanying certificate reads: 

We Al Nu’ man VIII Charios El Chemor 

By The Grace of God 

Sovereign Prince, Chief of Name and Arms of 
the Sovereign Imperial and Royal House of 
Ghassan 

The Historical and Legal Representative of the 
Ghassanid People of All Religions, 
Whithersoever Dispersed Around The World, 
Through The Equestrian Order of Saint 
Sergius Greets and Bestows Upon 

Bishop Michael Chandrathas 

The Rank, Title and Dignity of Knight 
Commander With the Adress of Sir. 

With All The Rights, Duties and Privileges 
Appertaining Thereto. 

Witnessed and Confirmed Herunto. 

Signed with the Great Seal in Beverly Hills, 
CA, USA, on 25th of April 2025 
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Downloads and Links: 

• Photo 1: Schirrmacher awards Bishop Michael Chandrathas the Order of 
Knighthood on behalf of His Royal Highness Prince Gharios of Ghassan 
© Livia Jebamani 

• Photo 2: The certificate 
• Photo gallery of the event: https://thomasschirrmacher.net/?p=23967  
• About The Equestrian Order of Saint Sergius: https://royalhonors.org/order-

saint-sergius  
• About The Blessing Church Mönchengladbach: https://blessingchurch.de  
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