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A Global Covenant concerning Faiths and Freedom of Conscience

Keenly aware of the titanic promise and peril of our time, as forms of global 
interconnectedness reach an unprecedented speed, scale, and scope across 
the earth, we issue and subscribe to this Charter to address a major world 
challenge whose resolution will be decisive for the cause of civilization and 
KXPDQ�ȵRXULVKLQJ��7KDW� LV��ZH�DGGUHVV� WKH�XUJHQW�SUREOHPV�UDLVHG�E\� WKH�
FKDOOHQJH� RI� ȊOLYLQJ� ZLWK� RXU� GHHSHVW� GL΍HUHQFHVȋ� ZKHQ� WKRVH� GL΍HUHQFHV�
involve core beliefs, worldviews, and ways of life, and when they are increas-
LQJO\�IRXQG�ZLWKLQ�VLQJOH�FRPPXQLWLHV��QDWLRQV��DQG�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�

Our purpose is to set out a vision of the rights, responsibilities, and respect 
WKDW�ZLOO�EH�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�D�FLYLO�DQG�FRVPRSROLWDQ�ȊJOREDO�SXEOLF�VTXDUH�ȋ�
DQG�WKH�KDELWV�RI�WKH�KHDUW�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRXOG�EH�ȊFLWL]HQV�RI�WKH�ZRUOGȋ�
as well as patriots in their own countries, and so to advance the cause of a 
ȊJRRG�ZRUOGȋ�DQG�WKXV�RI�JOREDO�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�RYHU�DJDLQVW�WKH�IRUFHV�RI�JOREDO�
FKDRV�
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PREAMBLE

Whereas a fundamental feature of our human life is the characteristic drive for meaning and 
belonging;

Whereas for most people in most of history, and still today, this drive for meaning and belonging 
KDV�EHHQ�VDWLVȴHG�WKURXJK�XOWLPDWH�EHOLHIV�DQG�ZRUOGYLHZV��ZKHWKHU�VXSHUQDWXUDO�RU�VHFXODU��
transcendent or naturalistic; 

Whereas religious and naturalistic beliefs and worldviews have inspired some of the best and 
some of the worst human attitudes and behavior throughout history – the worst including 
WHUULEOH�H[DPSOHV�RI�SUHMXGLFH��KDWUHG�� FRQȵLFW��SHUVHFXWLRQ�� FHQVRUVKLS�� UHSUHVVLRQ�� FULPHV�
against humanity and genocide that stain the pages of the human record;

Whereas�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�RI�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�RXU�GHHSHVW�GL΍HUHQFHV�KDV�EHHQ�UDLVHG�WR�D�QHZ�OHYHO�RI�
LQWHQVLW\�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�JOREDO�HUD��EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ȵRZ�RI�SHRSOH�DQG�LGHDV��DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�
impact of the media, travel, and the migration of peoples, so that it is now said that “everyone 
LV�HYHU\ZKHUHȋ�DQG�GLYHUVH�EHOLHIV�DQG�ZRUOGYLHZV�DUH�ERWK�LQ�FRQVWDQW�FRQWDFW�DQG�LQWHUGH-
pendent;

Whereas the world is witnessing two opposing trends – the revitalization and growing political 
LQȵXHQFH�RI�UHOLJLRQV��ZLWK�WKH�GDQJHU�RI�DWWHPSWV�WR�UHWDLQ�WKH�VXSUHPDF\�RI�RQH�UHOLJLRQ�DW�
the expense of others, and the spread of naturalistic worldviews, with the equal danger of 
excluding all religions from public life and thus favoring an exclusive form of non-religious 
worldview – and as a result, many of the traditional settlements of religion and public life show 
signs of stress and a need to be renegotiated;

Whereas the many trends of the advanced modern era – such as global communications, 
migrations, multicultural diversity, and the revolutions of science and technology – indicate 
that ethically contentious issues are likely to increase rather than diminish, and to demand 
FOHDU�YDOXHV�DQG�ZLVH�VROXWLRQV�WKDW�WUDQVFHQG�WKH�FRQȵLFWV�EHWZHHQ�UHOLJLRQV�DQG�QRQ�UHOL-
gious worldviews; 

Whereas there is a grave awareness of the terrible specter of weapons of mass destruction in 
the hands of violent extremists;
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Whereas there are leaders and peoples in the world who in either theory or practice still deny 
the universality and equality of human rights to all human beings;

Whereas�WKH�LGHD�RI�ȊWKH�SXEOLF�VTXDUH�ȋ�ZKHUH�FLWL]HQV�PD\�FRPH�WRJHWKHU�WR�GHOLEHUDWH�DQG�
decide issues of common public life, has long been precious and vital to peoples who value 
IUHHGRP�DQG�GHVLUH�WR�WDNH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�OLYHV�DQG�SROLWLFDO�D΍DLUV�

Whereas modern global communications, and above all the Internet, have expanded the 
QRWLRQ�RI�SXEOLF�OLIH�DQG�FUHDWHG�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�DQ�HPHUJLQJ�ȊJOREDO�SXEOLF�VTXDUH�ȋ

Whereas ultimate beliefs of all sorts have a primary and positive role in the diverse movements 
and organizations representing burgeoning civil society around the world;

Whereas human dignity, justice, and order are the necessary foundations for free and peaceful 
societies;

Whereas�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�KXPDQ�D΍DLUV�LV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�FRQȵLFW�EHWZHHQ�5LJKW�DQG�0LJKW��DQG�
EHWZHHQ�5HDVRQ�DQG�&RQVFLHQFH�RQ�RQH�VLGH�DQG�RI�3RZHU�DQG�ΖQWHUHVW�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�

Whereas the Universal Declaration of Human Rights�KDV�EHFRPH�WKH�PRVW�LQȵXHQWLDO�VWDWHPHQW�
of rights in human history, and therefore the champion of reason and conscience in the Age of 
5LJKWV�DQG�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�KXPDQ�VWUXJJOH�WR�UHDOL]H�IUHHGRP��MXVWLFH��DQG�SHDFH�RQ�HDUWK�
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DECLARATION
We therefore set out the following declarations on freedom of conscience, faiths, civility, and 
peace on earth, to supplement and provide unreserved support for The Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights� �7KH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�$VVHPEO\��3DULV��'HFHPEHU���������DQG� LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WR�
VXSSRUW�$UWLFOH����RI�The Universal Declaration, which reads: “Everyone has the right to freedom 
of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, 
and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his 
UHOLJLRQ�RU�EHOLHI�LQ�WHDFKLQJ��SUDFWLFH��ZRUVKLS�DQG�REVHUYDQFH�ȋ

Article 1 – Fundamental freedom

Freedom of thought, conscience, and religion, which together may be described as religious 
freedom, is a precious, fundamental, and inalienable human right – the right to adopt, hold, 
freely exercise, share, or change one’s beliefs, subject solely to the dictates of conscience and 
LQGHSHQGHQW�RI�DOO�RXWVLGH��HVSHFLDOO\�JRYHUQPHQWDO�FRQWURO��7KLV�IUHHGRP�LQFOXGHV�DOO�XOWLPDWH�
EHOLHIV�DQG�ZRUOGYLHZV��ZKHWKHU�VXSHUQDWXUDO�RU�VHFXODU��WUDQVFHQGHQW�RU�QDWXUDOLVWLF�

Article 2 – Birthright of belonging

7KLV�ULJKW�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ��LV�LQKHUHQW�LQ�KXPDQLW\�DQG�URRWHG�
in the inviolable dignity of each human individual, in particular in the character of reason and 
FRQVFLHQFH��$V�D�ELUWKULJKW�RI�EHORQJLQJ��IUHHGRP�RI�FRQVFLHQFH�LV�WKH�HTXDO�ULJKW�RI�DOO�KXPDQ�
beings regardless of their religion, gender, race, class, language, political or other opinion, or 
nationality, and regardless of any mental and physical handicap and any social, economic, or 
HGXFDWLRQDO�GHSULYDWLRQ�� )UHHGRP�RI� FRQVFLHQFH� LV� WKH� ULJKW�RI�EHOLHYHUV��QRW�EHOLHIV�� DQG�D�
SURWHFWLRQ�IRU�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�LGHDV�

Article 3 – Independent of governments and majorities

As a right that is inherent in humanity and in the dignity of the human person, freedom of 
WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ�GRHV�QRW�ȴQDOO\�GHSHQG�RQ�WKH�GLVFRYHULHV�RI�VFLHQFH��WKH�
IDYRUV�RI�WKH�VWDWH�DQG�LWV�RɝFLDOV��RU�WKH�FKDQJLQJ�ZLOO�RI�PDMRULWLHV��ΖW�LV�WKHUHIRUH�QRW�D�JRYHUQ-
PHQWȇV�ULJKW� WR�JUDQW�RU� WR�GHQ\��EXW�D�JRYHUQPHQWȇV�UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR�JXDUDQWHH�DQG�JXDUG��
+XPDQ�ULJKWV�DUH�D�EXOZDUN�DJDLQVW�DOO�XQGXH�LQWHUIHUHQFH�DQG�FRQWURO�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�SHUVRQ��
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Article 4 – Integral and essential

Freedom of thought, conscience, and religion is among the earliest of the human rights to be 
recognized, and a primary and essential human right that is integral and essential to other 
EDVLF�ULJKWV�DQG�PD\�QRW�EH�VXQGHUHG�IURP�WKHP�� -XVW�DV�WKH�ULJKW�RI� IUHHGRP�RI�DVVHPEO\�
assumes and requires the right of freedom of expression, so the right of freedom of expression 
DVVXPHV�DQG�UHTXLUHV�WKH�ULJKW�RI�IUHHGRP�RI�FRQVFLHQFH��)UHHGRP�RI�FRQVFLHQFH��RU�IUHHGRP�
of religion or belief, is therefore far more than freedom for the religious: it is a core right for 
DOO�KXPDQ�EHLQJV��:KLOH�WKHUH�DUH�GL΍HUHQW�V\VWHPV�IRU�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV��WKHUH�
are no alternative systems of human rights, but an equal and universal system of rights for all 
KXPDQ�EHLQJV�DQG�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��:LWKRXW�UHVSHFW�IRU�ULJKWV��KXPDQ�GLJQLW\�VX΍HUV��:LWKRXW�
UHVSHFW�IRU�KXPDQ�GLJQLW\��WKHUH�FDQ�EH�QR�MXVWLFH��$QG�ZLWKRXW�UHVSHFW�IRU�MXVWLFH��WKHUH�FDQ�
EH�QR�WUXH�DQG�ODVWLQJ�SHDFH�RQ�HDUWK�
  

Article 5 – Yardstick of freedom

Freedom of thought, conscience, and religion, or freedom of religion or belief, protects 
GL΍HUHQW� DVSHFWV�RI� UHOLJLRXV� IUHHGRP� WKDW� DUH� LQWHJUDO�� LQWHUORFNLQJ� DQG�HVVHQWLDO� IRU� D� IXOO�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�IUHHGRP��7R�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�D�VRFLHW\�SURWHFWV�DOO�WKHVH�DVSHFWV�RI�IUHHGRP�
for people of all faiths and none, it may be considered free and just, for freedom too is an 
DVSHFW�RI�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH��&RQYHUVHO\��WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�D�VRFLHW\�UHIXVHV�WR�SURWHFW�DQ\�RU�DOO�RI�
WKHVH�DVSHFWV�RI�IUHHGRP��LW�IRUIHLWV�LWV�FODLP�WR�IUHHGRP�DQG�MXVWLFH��
  

Article 6 – Double protection

Freedom of thought, conscience, and religion is among the civil and political rights enumer-
ated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, but it must not be separated from the social 
DQG�HFRQRPLF�ULJKWV�DOVR�HQXPHUDWHG��%RWK�WRJHWKHU�VHUYH�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�
MXVW�DQG�IUHH�VRFLHWLHV��7KH�IRUPHU�SURWHFWV�WKH�GLJQLW\�DQG�IUHHGRP�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�LQGLYLGXDO��
ZKHUHDV�WKH�ODWWHU�SURWHFWV�WKH�VROLGDULW\�DQG�MXVWLFH�RI�KXPDQ�VRFLHW\�

Article 7 – Foundation of society

Freedom of thought, conscience, and religion is fundamental for societies as well as for indi-
viduals, because it serves both as a protection for individual citizens and as a prerequisite for 
RUGHULQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�UHOLJLRQV��LGHRORJLHV�DQG�SXEOLF�OLIH��7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�
today’s world where pluralism makes religious liberty more necessary, just as religious liberty 
PDNHV�SOXUDOLVP�PRUH�OLNHO\�
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Article 8 – Unconditional 

7KH�ULJKW�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ�LV�DEVROXWH�DQG�XQOLPLWHG�LQ�WHUPV�
RI�EHOLHI��WKRXJK�QRW� LQ�WHUPV�RI�SUDFWLFH��1R�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�VKRXOG�WKHUHIRUH�VX΍HU�GLVFULPL-
nation, persecution, penalties, imprisonment, or death because of beliefs with which others 
GLVDJUHH�� ΖQ� WHUPV�RI�SUDFWLFH�� WKLV� ULJKW� LV� OLPLWHG�EHFDXVH�RI� WKH�HTXDO� ULJKWV�RI�RWKHUV�RQ�
ZKRP�SUDFWLFHV�LPSLQJH��+RZHYHU��DQ\�OLPLWDWLRQ�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�UHOLJLRQ�RU�EHOLHI�LV�D�PDWWHU�
of exception, which demands restrictive conditions prescribed in international instruments, 
such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights��&RQVLGHUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�ULJKWV�DQG�
responsibilities of each citizen and the wider common good is an ongoing challenge for socie-
WLHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�ERWK�MXVW�DQG�IUHH�

Article 9 – Rights and responsibilities 

7KH�ULJKW�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ��RU�UHOLJLRXV�IUHHGRP��FRQWDLQV�D�GXW\�
as well as a right, an obligation and not only an entitlement, because a right for one person is 
DXWRPDWLFDOO\�D�ULJKW�IRU�DQRWKHU�DQG�D�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�ERWK��$OO�FLWL]HQV�DUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�
WKH�ULJKWV�RI�DOO�RWKHU�FLWL]HQV��MXVW�DV�RWKHUV�DUH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKHLUV��$�VRFLHW\�LV�RQO\�DV�MXVW�
and free as it is respectful of this right, especially toward the beliefs of its smallest minorities 
DQG�OHDVW�SRSXODU�FRPPXQLWLHV�
  

Article 10 – Golden Rule

7KH�SULQFLSOH�WKDW�WKH�ULJKW�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ�LV�LQDOLHQDEOH�DQG�
HTXDO�IRU�DOO�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�XQLYHUVDO�*ROGHQ�5XOH�IRU�UHOLJLRXV�IUHHGRP��DQG�XQGHUVFRUHV�WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVDOLW\�RI�ULJKWV�LQ�GL΍HUHQW�VRFLHWLHV�DQG�QDWLRQV��7KHUH�DUH�QR�ULJKWV�
H[FOXVLYH�WR�DQ\�SULYLOHJHG�UHOLJLRQ��ZRUOGYLHZ��RU�JURXS��$Q\�DVVHUWLRQ�RI�D�FODLP�WR�ULJKWV�ZLWK�
respect to faith, whether in regard to freedom to believe, or to worship, or to build places of 
ZRUVKLS��RU�WR�FRQYHUW�RWKHUV��DXWRPDWLFDOO\�UHTXLUHV�WKH�FODLPDQWV�WR�R΍HU�WKDW�VDPH�ULJKW�WR�
SHRSOH�RI�DOO�RWKHU�IDLWKV�
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Article 11 – The rights of believers in association

7KH�ULJKWV�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ�DSSO\�QRW�RQO\�WR�LQGLYLGXDOV��EXW�
WR�LQGLYLGXDOV�LQ�FRPPXQLW\�ZLWK�RWKHUV��DVVRFLDWLQJ�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�IDLWK��(DFK�SHUVRQ�WUHDV-
XUHV�WKH�ULJKWV�WKDW�LQKHUH�DV�LQ�WKHLU�SHUVRQ�DV�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO��(TXDOO\��HDFK�SHUVRQ�WUHDVXUHV�
PHPEHUVKLS� LQ� IDPLOLHV�� FRPPXQLWLHV�� UHOLJLRXV�JURXSV�� DQG�RWKHU�GHHS�DɝOLDWLRQV� WKDW�DUH�
HVVHQWLDO�WR�FXOWXUH��7KH�ULJKWV�RI�SHRSOH�LQ�DVVRFLDWLRQ�DUH��DV�PHDQLQJIXO�DQG�VLJQLȴFDQW�DV�
WKH�ULJKWV�ZH�HQMR\�DV�LQGLYLGXDOV�

1R�FRPPXQLW\�RI�IDLWK�KDV�ULJKWV�WKDW�DUH�VXSHULRU�WR�DQ\�RWKHU�FRPPXQLW\��EXW�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�
thought, conscience, and religion are rights both for individuals and individuals in community 
EHFDXVH�EHOLHI�LV�ERWK�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�DVVHQW�DQG�DQ�DVVRFLDWLYH�SUDFWLFH��$V�VXFK��UHOLJLRXV�JURXSV�
PXVW�EH�IUHH�WR�JRYHUQ�WKHLU�LQWHUQDO�D΍DLUV�IUHH�IURP�JRYHUQPHQWDO�RU�RXWVLGH�LQWHUIHUHQFH�LQ�
questions of doctrine, ethics, selection of leaders, design of organizational polity, the admis-
VLRQ�DQG�GLVPLVVDO�RI�PHPEHUV��DQG�WKH�IXWXUH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RU�FRPPXQLW\�

Article 12 – No one settlement

Each community, nation, or civilization is free to forge its own unique settlement of the rela-
tionship of religions, worldviews, and public life, and will do so naturally in light of its own 
KLVWRU\� DQG� LWV� RZQ� FXOWXUH�� 7KHUH� LV� WKHUHIRUH�QR� VLQJOH�� XQLIRUP� VHWWOHPHQW� WR� EH� DJUHHG�
XSRQ�E\�DOO��RU�LPSRVHG�RQ�DOO��%XW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��GLYHUVH�ORFDO�VHWWOHPHQWV�RI�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�
public life should embody the common universal rights and principles that are the hallmark of 
ULJKWV�UHVSHFWLQJ�SHRSOHV�HYHU\ZKHUH��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�VXFFHVV�RU�IDLOXUH�WR�UHFRJQL]H�DQG�
implement these rights in their local situation, communities, nations, and civilizations may be 
MXGJHG�DV�PRUH�RU�OHVV�MXVW��DQG�PRUH�RU�OHVV�IUHH�

Article 13 – Beware false ordering

An undeniable lesson of history is that the greatest threat to freedom of conscience is when 
the ordering of religion and government becomes coercive and oppressive to those who do 
QRW�VKDUH�WKH�RɝFLDO�YLHZV��7KLV�KDSSHQV�HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�JRYHUQPHQW�XVHV�WKH�PDQWOH�RI�DQ�
ultimate belief, or when an ultimate belief uses the power of government to coerce conscience 
DQG� FRPSHO� EHOLHI�� 7KLV� SUREOHP�SHUVLVWV� WRGD\�ZKHQ� UHOLJLRXV� WHVWV� DUH� XVHG� WR� SURVFULEH�
VSHHFK�RU�WR�EDU�LQGLYLGXDOV�IURP�SROLWLFDO�RɝFH��RU�ZKHQ�HYHQ�PRGHUDWH�IRUPV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�RU�
VHFXODULVW�VHWWOHPHQW�GHQ\�RU�FXUWDLO�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�WKRVH�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�VRFLHW\�ZKR�KROG�GL΍HUHQW�
beliefs and worldviews; or when a state uses laws and actions to discriminate against religious 
PLQRULWLHV�
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Article 14 – Dignity of difference

Freedom of thought, conscience, and religion means that human diversity represents a dignity 
RI�GL΍HUHQFH�DV�ZHOO�DV�D�GDQJHU�LQ�GL΍HUHQFH��WKRXJK�WKHUH�LV�DOZD\V�D�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�ȴQG�
FRPPRQ�JURXQG�DFURVV� WKH�GL΍HUHQFHV�ZLWKRXW� FRPSURPLVLQJ� WKH�GL΍HUHQFHV� WKDW�PDWWHU��
5LJKWO\� UHVSHFWHG� DQG� RUGHUHG�� GLYHUVLW\� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� GLJQLW\� RI� GL΍HUHQFH� LV� SRVLWLYH� DQG�
FDQ�OHDG�WR�ULFKQHVV��VWUHQJWK��DQG�KDUPRQ\�LQ�VRFLHW\��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WR�FRQȵLFW��ZHDNQHVV��DQG�
GLVXQLW\��ΖQ�FRQWUDVW��IRU�D�FRPPXQLW\�RU�FRXQWU\�WR�VSHDN�RI�KDUPRQ\�DQG�GLYHUVLW\�ZLWK�QR�
regard for religious freedom is a contradiction in terms and politically unsustainable in the age 
RI�JOREDO�ULJKWV�

Article 15 – Differences irreducible

)UHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ�PHDQV�WKHUH�LV�D�EHQHȴFLDO�YDOXH�EXW�D�GHȴQLWH�
limitation to the approach that seeks unity and resolution through dialogue and co-operation 
EHWZHHQ�UHOLJLRQV�DQG�ZRUOGYLHZV�� ΖQ�WKH�HQG�� WKH�GHFLVLYH�GL΍HUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ZRUOGȇV�
XOWLPDWH�EHOLHIV�DUH�XOWLPDWH�DQG�LUUHGXFLEOH�Ȃ�DQG�WKHVH�GL΍HUHQFHV�DUH�FUXFLDO�IRU�ERWK�LQGL-
YLGXDOV�DQG�IRU�VRFLHWLHV�DQG�FLYLOL]DWLRQV��7KLV�UHDOLVWLF�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�GLDORJXH�LV�
URRWHG�LQ�WKH�FRQVWUDLQWV�FDXVHG�E\�GHHS�FRPPLWPHQWV�WR�WUXWK�FODLPV��5HOLJLRXV�IUHHGRP�LV�
the freedom to be faithful to the faiths in which individuals and communities believe on the 
EDVLV�RI�WKH�GLFWDWHV�RI�FRQVFLHQFH�

Article 16 – Civil public square

7KH�SXEOLF�SODFH�RI�IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�D�ZRUOG�RI�GHHS�GLYHUVLW\�
LV�EHVW�IXOȴOOHG�WKURXJK�WKH�YLVLRQ�RI�D�FRVPRSROLWDQ�DQG�FLYLO�SXEOLF�VTXDUH�Ȃ�D�SXEOLF�VTXDUH�
in which people of all faiths, religious and naturalistic, are free to enter and engage public life 
RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKHLU�IDLWK��EXW�DOZD\V�ZLWKLQ�D�GRXEOH�IUDPHZRUN��ȴUVW��XQGHU�WKH�UXOH�RI�ODZ�
that respects all human rights, freedom of conscience in particular, and makes no distinction 
between peoples based on their beliefs; and second, according to a freely agreed covenant 
specifying what each person understands to be just and free for everyone else too, and there-
IRUH�RI�WKH�GXWLHV�LQYROYHG�LQ�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�GHHS�GL΍HUHQFHV�RI�RWKHUV�
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Article 17 – Conversation for the common good

Among the responsibilities and duties required of citizens by virtue of their respect for freedom 
of thought, conscience, and religion is engagement in public conversation over the common 
JRRG��DQG�D�UHFRJQLWLRQ�WKDW�SHUVXDVLRQ�KDV�UHSODFHG�FRHUFLRQ�LQ�SXEOLF�GHEDWH��ΖQ�SDUWLFXODU��
human beings who engage in public life require a willingness to listen to others, and an ability 
to persuade others in terms that are accessible and persuasive to them – recognizing always 
that it is persuasion that bridges the gap between personal beliefs and the public good, and 
that the more diverse a society is, the more persuasive individuals and groups must be if they 
ZLVK�WKHLU�YLHZV�WR�SUHYDLO�LQ�SXEOLF�OLIH�

Article 18 – Articles of peace

7KLV�PRGHO�RI�D�FLYLO�SXEOLF�VTXDUH�DWWDLQV�LWV�XQLW\�WKURXJK�DUWLFOHV�RI�SHDFH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DUWLFOHV�
RI� IDLWK��%DVHG�RQ�DUWLFOHV�RI�SHDFH��XQLW\� LV� IRUJHG�WKURXJK�D�IUDPHZRUN�RI�FRPPRQ�ULJKWV��
responsibilities, and respect, within which each faith and worldview is free to be faithful to 
LWV�RZQ�EHOLHIV�DQG�PRUDO� YLVLRQV�� \HW�DOVR�NQRZV�KRZ� WR�GL΍HU�DQG� OLYH�SHDFHIXOO\�ZLWK� WKH�
GL΍HUHQFHV�RI�RWKHUV��ΖPSRUWDQWO\��WKH�PRGHO�RI�D�FLYLO�SXEOLF�VTXDUH�GRHV�QRW�DLP�IRU�D�XQLW\�
EDVHG�RQ�DUWLFOHV�RI�IDLWK��7KH�GLJQLW\�RI�GL΍HUHQFH�DQG�WKH�IDFW�RI�KXPDQ�GLYHUVLW\�PHDQ�WKDW�
unity can never be attained by a search for a lowest common denominator religious unity, or 
WKURXJK�LQWHUIDLWK�GLDORJXH�

Article 19 – Civil society

7KLV�GHFODUDWLRQ�RI� WKH�ULJKWV� WR� IUHHGRP�RI� WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV� LWV�
DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�YLVLRQ�RI�D�FLYLO�SXEOLF�VTXDUH��LV�YLWDO�WR�WKH�ȵRXULVKLQJ�RI�FLYLO�VRFLHW\��$V�LQGL-
vidual societies and the whole world come to thrive through the energy and dedication of 
citizens engaging in a myriad of voluntary and non-governmental organizations, it is necessary 
for them to have the freedom to express their moral visions in their chosen channels of volun-
WDULVP��SKLODQWKURS\��UHIRUP��DQG�VRFLDO�HQWUHSUHQHXULDOLVP��$�FLYLO�SXEOLF�VTXDUH�LV�WKHUHIRUH�
essential to a healthy civil society, just as a healthy civil society is vital for fostering a civil public 
VTXDUH�

Article 20 – Peace through justice

7KLV�&KDUWHU�RI�WKH�ULJKWV�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ�DVVXPHV�WKDW�SHDFH�
LV�PRUH� WKDQ� WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�FRQȵLFW��DQG� WKDW�SHDFH� WKURXJK� MXVWLFH�DQG� WKH�ZLVH�RUGHULQJ�
RI�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�SXEOLF�OLIH�LV�DOZD\V�EHWWHU�WKDQ�SHDFH�WKURXJK�YLFWRU\�DQG�WKH�IRUFH�RI�DUPV��
Workable and lasting peace is not utopian, and does not envision the ending of all tyranny and 
WKH�DUULYDO�RI�ȴQDO�SHDFH�RQ�HDUWK��7KH�KXPDQ�JRRGV�RI�MXVWLFH�DQG�IUHHGRP�DUH�DOZD\V�KDUG�
won and maintained at a cost, but peace ordered through justice is the only peace that is a true 
IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�KXPDQ�ZHOOEHLQJ�
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Article 21 – Challenge to the religious

7KH�ULJKWV�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�UHDOLWLHV�RI�PRGHUQ�
religious diversity, and the responsibilities of a civil public square all pose a particular challenge 
WR�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�VWDQGLQJ�RI�HVWDEOLVKHG��RU�PRQRSRO\�UHOLJLRQV��:H�OLYH�DW�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�IHZHU�
and fewer countries are dominated by one religion or worldview, and all the beliefs of the world 
DUH�HLWKHU�SUHVHQW�RU�DYDLODEOH�HYHU\ZKHUH��$PRQJ�WKH�PDMRU�FKDOOHQJHV�WR�WUDGLWLRQDO�UHOLJLRXV�
believers are an acknowledgment of the excesses and at times evils of religions, a recognition 
of the rights of other religious believers, and an equal regard for the rights of the increasing 
QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�QRQ�UHOLJLRXV�LQ�WKHLU�ZRUOGYLHZ�DQG�XOWLPDWH�EHOLHIV�

Article 22 – Challenge to the secularists

7KH�VDPH�ULJKWV�RI�IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�VDPH�UHDOLWLHV�
of contemporary diversity, and the same responsibilities of a civil public square all pose an 
equally fundamental challenge to those who adhere to a restrictively secular worldview, as well 
as to the notion of strictly secular public life in which religion is excluded from public discussion 
DQG�HQJDJHPHQW��$PRQJ�WKH�PDMRU�FKDOOHQJHV�WR�WKHVH�VHFXODULVWV�DUH�DQ�DFNQRZOHGJPHQW�
of the role of exclusive forms of secularism in many of the world’s recent oppressions and 
massacres, an appreciation that the process of secularization is not necessarily inevitable or 
progressive, and a proper recognition of the rights of religious people in public life – the denial 
RI�ZKLFK�LV�LOOLEHUDO��XQMXVW��DQG�D�VHYHUH�LPSRYHULVKPHQW�RI�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�

Article 23 – First step only

7KLV�GHFODUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ULJKWV�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ�LV�IRXQGDWLRQDO�
DQG�QHFHVVDU\��EXW�RQO\�WKH�ȴUVW�VWHS�LQ�IXUWKHULQJ�UHOLJLRXV�IUHHGRP�LQ�MXVW�DQG�IUHH�VRFLHWLHV��
As a form of moral suasion, it must always be followed by a second step – legal implementa-
tion of the same rights in national and international law – and then by a third step: cultivating, 
through civic education and transmission, the habits of the heart that alone ensure that 
UHVSHFW�IRU�ULJKWV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�DUH�KDQGHG�RQ�IURP�JHQHUDWLRQ�WR�JHQHUDWLRQ��$OO�WKUHH�
steps are needed for a society, or for the world, to achieve a genuine and lasting measure of 
MXVWLFH�DQG�IUHHGRP�
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Article 24 – Ongoing questions

As the history of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights� VKRZV�� LWV�SRZHUIXO� LQȵXHQFH� LQ�
DGYDQFLQJ�WKH�$JH�RI�5LJKWV�KDV�JRQH�KDQG�LQ�KDQG�ZLWK�HQGXULQJ�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�FULWLFLVPV��
ΖQ� SDUWLFXODU�� WKHUH� KDYH� EHHQ� SHUVLVWHQW� FKDOOHQJHV� WR� WKH� EDVLV� RI� LWV� DɝUPDWLRQV�� WR� WKH�
universality of its claims, and to the inclusiveness of its reach – and thus to “the right to its 
ULJKWV�ȋ�%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�FKDQJLQJ�IRUWXQHV�RI�KXPDQ�SKLORVRSKLHV�DQG�WKH�UHFXUULQJ�IDFW�RI�WKH�
deliberate abuse of human rights by certain authorities, such challenges will always persist 
and will always require a robust response, and by advocates of this Charter too, especially to 
WKH�FKDOOHQJH�WR�XQLYHUVDOLW\�

Article 25 – Claim to universality

The Global Charter of Conscience asserts its claim to universality in terms of its scope, though 
QRW�LWV�REVHUYDQFH��ΖW�LV�XQLYHUVDO�LQ�WKDW�LW�LV�JURXQGHG�LQ�WKH�GLJQLW\�DQG�HTXDOLW\�RI�DOO�KXPDQ�
beings, and it is addressed to all the citizens of the world, on behalf of all the rights-respecting 
FLWL]HQV�RI� WRGD\ȇV�ZRUOG��:H�PDNH� WKLV�GHFODUDWLRQ�ZLWK� WKH� IXOO� UHDOL]DWLRQ� WKDW� WR� FODLP� WR�
speak from nowhere is impossible, and that to speak from everywhere�LV�LQFRKHUHQW��:H�VSHDN�
from somewhere��DQG�LQ�RXU�RZQ�WLPH��EXW�ZLWK�WKH�VXUH�FRQȴGHQFH�WKDW�WKHVH�GHFODUDWLRQV��
DJUHHG�RQ�E\�SHRSOH�RI�PDQ\�WUDGLWLRQV�DQG�SHUVSHFWLYHV��DUH�XQLYHUVDO�DɝUPDWLRQV�WKDW�VSHDN�
to and for all human beings across all continents and all centuries – even to those who now 
UHVLVW�WKH�HTXDOLW\�DQG�XQLYHUVDOLW\�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�

Article 26 – Enduring obstacles

All declarations of human rights encounter enduring obstacles, above all the realities of 
KXPDQ�QDWXUH�DQG� WKH�FURRNHG� WLPEHU�RI�RXU�KXPDQLW\�� -XVW�DV�The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights�KDV�DGYDQFHG�WKH�FDXVH�RI�MXVWLFH�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�GHOLEHUDWH��ȵDJUDQW��V\VWHPDWLF��
and continuing violations of human rights, so this Charter openly acknowledges that it will 
HQFRXQWHU�VLPLODU�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�RSSRVLWLRQ��3UREOHPV�VXFK�DV�QHJOHFW��IRUJHWIXOQHVV��K\SRF-
risy, deliberate violations, and criminal abuses of human dignity and rights are both to be 
H[SHFWHG�DQG�UHVLVWHG��)DU�IURP�QXOOLI\LQJ�WKH�ULJKWV�DVVHUWHG�KHUH��VXFK�YLRODWLRQV�KLJKOLJKW�
WKHLU�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�LPSRUWDQFH�

Article 27 – First principles best

7KLV�&KDUWHU�RI�WKH�ULJKWV�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ�VWDUWV�DQG�SURFHHGV�
E\�WKH�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�IXQGDPHQWDO�ȴUVW�SULQFLSOHV��ΖW�WKHUHIRUH�VWDQGV�LQ�VWURQJ�FRQWUDVW�WR�
RWKHU�DSSURDFKHV�WR�UHVROYLQJ�SUREOHPV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�FRQȵLFW�WKDW�ZLOO�DOZD\V�SURYH�LQDGHTXDWH�
or dangerous because they ignore or bypass the primary rights of freedom of conscience, and 
the fact that freedom of conscience is a protection for believers, doubters, and skeptics, but 
QRW�IRU�EHOLHIV�
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7ZR�VXFK�IDXOW\�DSSURDFKHV�DUH�HVSHFLDOO\�FRPPRQ��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��VRPH�SHRSOH�YLHZ�WROHU-
DQFH�DV�WKH�DWWLWXGH�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�QRWKLQJ�DQG�DV�WKH�IUXLW�RI�LQGL΍HUHQFH�WRZDUG�IDLWKV��
On the other hand, some people believe that disagreement with, and criticism of other beliefs 
LV�LQQDWHO\�LQWROHUDQW��ΖQ�UHVSRQVH��'LVFRXUVH�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�XOWLPDWH�EHOLHIV�RI�RWKHUV�PXVW�EH�
UHVSHFWIXO��EXW�PDQ\�FULWLTXHV�DQG�FDULFDWXUHV�DUH�QRW�ȆEODVSKHP\ȇ�RU�ȆGHIDPDWLRQ�ȇ�7KHUH�PXVW�
EH�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�WKH�HTXDOLW\�RI�IUHHGRP�RI�FRQVFLHQFH�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�IUHHGRP�IRU�DOO��/LNH�DOO�
human rights, freedom of thought, conscience, and religion is the right of every human being 
ZLWKRXW�H[FHSWLRQ��7KHUH�FDQ�EH�QR�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�IRU�VRPH�EXW�QRW�RWKHUV�

All approaches that ignore the consequential character of ultimate beliefs in life and the 
primary place of religious freedom, and its rights, responsibilities, and respect, are inadequate 
IRU� WKH�SURSHU�GHIHQVH�RI� MXVWLFH�DQG� IUHHGRP��:RUVH�� VXFK� IDXOW\�DSSURDFKHV�FDQ�DOVR�EH�
GDQJHURXV��EHFDXVH�HLWKHU�WKHLU�PRWLYH�RU�WKHLU�XQLQWHQGHG�H΍HFW�LV�WR�IDYRU�RQH�UHOLJLRQ�RU�
worldview at the expense of others, and so to undermine the equality and universality of the 
ULJKW�RI�IUHHGRP�RI�FRQVFLHQFH�LQ�DQRWKHU�ZD\��ΖW�LV�QHYHU�DQ�DGYDQFH�LQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�ZKHQ�
VSHFLDO� SURWHFWLRQ� IRU� VRPH� SHRSOH� EHFRPHV� RSSUHVVLRQ� RU� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� IRU� RWKHUV�� 1RU�
when law is used to provide protection for a particular belief to the detriment of individuals 
ZKR�GR�QRW�VXEVFULEH�WR�WKDW�EHOLHI�

Article 28 – Pacesetter for tomorrow

7KH�ULJKWV�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�YLVLRQ�RI�D�FRVPR-
politan and civil global public square are a crucial pacesetter and precedent for preventing 
JOREDO� FKDRV� DQG�PRYLQJ� WRZDUG� WKH� JRYHUQDQFH� RI� WKH� JOREDO� FLYLOL]DWLRQ� RI� WRPRUURZ�� $V�
globalization has advanced and human interconnectedness has increased, it is evident that 
JOREDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DQG�JOREDO�HFRQRPLFV�KDYH�IDU�RXWVWULSSHG�JOREDO�SROLWLFV��:KDW�JOREDO�
JRYHUQDQFH�ZLOO�PHDQ�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�LV�QRW�\HW�FOHDU��%XW�LI�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�WR�UHVSHFW�ERWK�GLYHUVLW\�
and universality, and justice is to strengthen freedom in the search for peace, then a cosmo-
politan and civil public square is a necessary stepping stone toward the global governance 
WKDW�LV�WR�FRPH�

Article 29 – No final word

7KH�VWHUQ�YHUGLFW�RI�WLPH�RQ�DOO�KXPDQ�HQGHDYRU�LV�Ȋ7KLV�WRR�VKDOO�SDVV�ȋ�ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�
wisest and best intentioned settlements of religion and public life are no more than the best 
VR� IDU��:H�WKHUHIRUH�DFNQRZOHGJH�KXPEO\� WKDW� WKLV�&KDUWHU� LV�QHLWKHU�SHUIHFW��QRU�ȴQDO��QRU�
DJUHHG�E\�DOO��ΖW�UHSUHVHQWV�RXU�EHVW�FXUUHQW�MXGJPHQW�DV�WR�WKH�SODFH�RI�WKH�ULJKWV�WR�IUHHGRP�
RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�RXU�ZRUOG��%XW�LW�LV�DOZD\V�RSHQ�WR�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�
WR�LPSURYH�DQG�DGYDQFH�WKHVH�DɝUPDWLRQV��DLPLQJ�DOZD\V�WR�EXLOG�VRFLHWLHV�WKDW�DUH�\HW�IUHHU�
DQG�PRUH�MXVW��DQG�WKXV�PRUH�IDYRUDEOH�WR�WKH�KLJKHVW�KXPDQ�ȵRXULVKLQJ�DQG�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�
D�JRRG�ZRUOG�
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, we issue The Global Charter of Conscience in the strong hope that, like The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, it will advance the cause of freedom of thought, conscience, and 
UHOLJLRQ�IRU�SHRSOH�RI�DOO�IDLWKV��UHOLJLRXV�RU�QDWXUDOLVWLF��2XU�H[SUHVV�JRDOV�IRU�WKH�&KDUWHU�DUH�
three:

ȏ� First, that it will be a beacon expressing the highest human aspirations for freedom of 
WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ�

ȏ� Second, that it will be a benchmark enabling the most rigorous assessments of freedom 
of thought, conscience, and religion, which communities, countries, and civilizations have 
DFKLHYHG�VR�IDU�

ȏ� 7KLUG��WKDW�LW�ZLOO�EH�D�EOXHSULQW�HPSRZHULQJ�WKH�PRVW�SUDFWLFDO�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�IUHHGRP�
RI�WKRXJKW��FRQVFLHQFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ��LQ�ERWK�ODZ�DQG�FLYLF�HGXFDWLRQ�

In sum, The Global Charter of Conscience is a response to a crucial and unavoidable part of the 
SURPLVH�DQG�SHULO�RI�RXU�WLPH��2QO\�E\�WKH�ZLVH�DQG�FRXUDJHRXV�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�DɝUPD-
WLRQV�FDQ�KXPDQLW\�WXUQ�WKH�GDQJHU�RI�WKH�GL΍HUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�XOWLPDWH�EHOLHIV�LQWR�D�GLJQLW\�
RI�GL΍HUHQFH�WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�PDNH�WKH�ZRUOG�VDIHU�IRU�GLYHUVLW\�
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SPECIAL RECOMMENDATION

7KH� “Global Charter of Conscienceȋ� LV� D� SRZHUIXO� GRFXPHQW�� Ζ� DSSUHFLDWH� LWV� HQRU-
mous potential to inspire practical commitment on behalf of freedom of thought, 
conscience, and religion or belief and to contribute to a better understanding of 
KXPDQ� ULJKWV� LQ� JHQHUDO�� ΖQ� WKH� VSLULW� RI� WKH� �����Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights��8'+5���WKH�&KDUWHU�XQGHUOLQHV�WKH�XQLYHUVDO�YDOLGLW\�RI�IUHHGRP�RI�UHOLJLRQ�RU�
belief as an inextricable part of a holistic human rights agenda in which civil, political, 
HFRQRPLF��VRFLDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�ULJKWV�FDQ�PXWXDOO\�UHLQIRUFH�HDFK�RWKHU��

Against the background of existing authoritarianism in many parts of the world, the 
Charter makes it clear that recognition of everyone’s freedom of religion or belief 
must never be misconceived as an act of mere political tolerance or even state 
PHUF\��5DWKHU��EHLQJ�EDVHG�RQ� WKH� LQKHUHQW�GLJQLW\�RI�DOO�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�� IUHHGRP�
of religion or belief has the rank of an inalienable universal human right, thus 
FRPPDQGLQJ�XQFRQGLWLRQDO� UHVSHFW��7R�FLWH� WKH�VWURQJ�ZRUGV�RI� WKH�&KDUWHU�� “It is 
therefore not a government’s right to grant or deny, but a government’s responsibility to 
guarantee and guard.ȋ 

In addition, the Charter emphasises that respect for freedom of religion or belief 
goes way beyond the private sphere by contributing to the emergence of a “global 
SXEOLF�VSKHUHȋ�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�GLYHUVLW\�RI�GHHS�FRQYLFWLRQV�Ȃ�UHOLJLRXV�RU�QRQ�
UHOLJLRXV��QHZ�RU� WUDGLWLRQDO�Ȃ�FDQ�PDQLIHVW� LWVHOI� LQ�D� IDLU�DQG� LQFOXVLYH�PDQQHU�� ΖW�
would thus be too narrow to assume that freedom of religion or belief is a right only 
of those who consider themselves as religiously committed in a traditional under-
VWDQGLQJ��$V�WKH�&KDUWHU�SRLQWV�RXW��WKH�ULJKW�WR�IUHHGRP�RI�UHOLJLRQ�RU�EHOLHI�KDV�D�
broad range of application by equally protecting “believers, doubters and skepticsȋ 
ZKLOH�QRW�VKLHOGLQJ�DQ\�LGHDV�RU�EHOLHIV�DJDLQVW�SXEOLF�FULWLFLVP��

In a world in which “WKH�FKDOOHQJH�RI�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�RXU�GHHSHVW�GL΍HUHQFHV�KDV�EHHQ�UDLVHG�
to a new level of intensity,ȋ freedom of religion or belief may be more important than 
ever for the development of a culture of respectful coexistence and open commu-
QLFDWLRQ��Ζ�VHH�WKH�“Global Charter of Conscienceȋ as a strong support in this on-going 
HQGHDYRXU�� 0D\� WKH� &KDUWHU� ȴQG� PDQ\� UHDGHUV� DFURVV� FRQWLQHQWV�� FXOWXUHV� DQG�
GHQRPLQDWLRQV��

Prof Dr Heiner Bielefeldt, 
UN Special Rapporteur on 
freedom of religion or belief


