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Toronto/Bonn, 12th of October, 2008

Dear Prof. Dr Stadelmann,	
dear board, faculty and student body of the Freie Theologische Hochschule,	
dear festive gathering,

The World Evangelical Alliance acting on behalf of 128 national alliances 
and a constituency of 420 Mio. Evangelicals worldwide congratulates the 
Freie Theologische Hochschule for receiving secular accreditation and the 
status of a theological university from the State of Hessia after many years of 
excellence in education, publication and strategic planing.

Even though the vast number of evangelicals meanwhile live in the socalled 
‚Two Third World‘ and Western theology is no longer so much dominating as 
some decades ago, nevertheless still many Christian theologians worldwide 
are very much looking for theology produced in Germany, for the good or the 
bad. A doctorate or Masters degree from Germany still is very much sought 
for by many church leaders and Christian academics and still helps to further 
a career all over the world. But this meant, that state owned, mostly ‚liberal‘ 
schools of theology had a much greater influence worldwide than the groups 
they represented. And sometimes one could have the impression, that in 
Germany only nonevangelical theology could be academic and defend itself 
on the market of science and thought. An evangelical, even Bible believing 
school of theology on equal academic level with others schools seemed to be 
an impossibility for decades.

To Prof. Dr. Helge Stadelmann
on behalf of the Freie Theologische 
Hochschule
Rathenauerstrasse 5-7
34394 Gießen
Germany
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We are glad, that the Freie Theologische Hochschule has proved, that this it no longer true. 
It is possible to be faithful to the Bible and to work towards the upbuilding the church, 
towards world mission, towards awakening and towards ethical and social changes and at the 
same time to be open to international academic discussion and to be relevant to the societies 
around us. It is possible, to be a deep, ‚pietistic‘ believer and at the same to be a deep thinker 
and to defend our faith on the market of this world and to interact with all questions asked by 
the societies around us, as Peter commands us in First Peter chapter 3, verses 15–16:

„But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect.“

We pray that God will mightily bless and use the new possibilities of the Freie Theologische 
Hochschule, especially through its alumnis working in Germany and all over the world. 
May it lead towards more awakening in the church of Jesus Christ and towards a deeper 
faithfulness to the written Word of God and to the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Geoff Tunnicliffe, 
International Director of the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) 
(Toronto)

Thomas Schirrmacher, 
Speaker for Human Rights of the WEA and Director of its  
International Institute for Religious Freedom  
(Bonn, Cape Town, Colombo)


